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Charles Boyk Law’s 17th annual Bikes for Kids Contest 
has been the biggest giveaway ever! Boyk Law gave 
away 15 bikes this summer to deserving kids who were 
nominated by family, friends and educators. 

Daniel is our 2025 Bikes for Kids Week 7 winner. He 
was nominated by his Aunt Rhonda, who told us he has 
faced some challenges in life. He has autism, and was 
recently placed in the custody of his other Aunt because 
of an unfortunate domestic situation. Rhonda’s Bikes for 
Kids nomination said, “Daniel doesn’t have many toys 
or a bike. He is such a sweet, deserving young man, and 
to have a bike to call his own at a time like this could 
certainly help him be a kid again.”

Boyk Law is happy to help Daniel. We selected him to 
receive a free bike in his favorite color, as part of our 
Bikes for Kids Contest.  Jill at Wersell’s Bike Shop gave 
him a matching blue helmet and bike lock, along with 
some expert riding tips. 

Our week 8 winner is Michael. He was nominated by his 
teacher for his excellent academic performance. She 
said, “Michael is an amazing young man with a very 
bright future.” She also told us about Michael’s 
involvement in his school’s Aspiring Educators Program 
and how he is always willing to help others out. “He 
has been an amazing peer mentor to our new student 
who speaks very little to no English,” she said. “Michael 
volunteered to help them with their homework and with 
learning English as a second language.” 

Charles Boyk Law selected Joey as the week 9 
winner. He was nominated by his teacher at Hawkins 
STEM Academy in Toledo Public Schools for his excellent 
academics and enduring spirit in the face of 

Final 2025 Bikes for Kids Winners Selected
challenges. She told us, “Joey is truly deserving of 
winning a new bike because he consistently puts 
forth his best effort and works hard every day, no 
matter the challenge... despite facing hardships, 
he remains positive and determined every day. He 
does not have a bike of his own, and receiving one 
would not only bring him joy, but also reward his 
dedication and perseverance.” 

Christine Smith is a 7th-grade math teacher at 
Larchmont Elementary School in the Toledo Public 
District. She nominated Hunter for Boyk Law’s 
Bikes for Kids Contest.  Ms. Smith said, “Hunter 
is a very hard-working student.  She is also super 
helpful in my class as well!  All around great kid! 
Hunter is such a great citizen. She is always 
positive and kind to other students.  She goes 
the extra mile in helping with anything in the 
classroom.  Her honesty is excellent… she is a 
top student and takes her time to complete work 
to her best ability.  I couldn’t ask for a better 
student.”

Chuck Boyk launched our Bike for Kids Giveaway 
17 years ago to promote bicycle safety and give 
back to the community. Since its inception, the 
program has given away over 180 bikes to 
deserving children. Boyk Law always buys the 
bikes from Wersell’s, Toledo’s oldest bike shop. 
Wersell’s is celebrating their 80th anniversary 
in 2025. We thank Wersell’s for their continued 
participation of our Bikes for Kids contest, and for 
fitting all of our winners with bikes that will last 
them for years to come. Congratulations to all of 
our 2025 Bikes for Kids Winners! We can’t wait to 
do it again next year!

Attorney Tim Semro is a 
board-certified specialist 
in estate planning, trust 
and probate law. He 
recently joined Chuck 
Boyk on episode 57 of the 
Boyk Brief podcast to talk 
about estate planning and 
his new book, Your Money 
Your way. 

“About 10 years ago, the 
Ohio Bar Association 

decided they wanted to have a designation that 
would… say to the public, this person practices in this 
area exclusively, and we’re held to a higher standard. 
I think in Toledo, under 10 attorneys have that 
designation. You have to be in practice for five years, 
and then there’s an exam that you have to take that 
covers estate planning, probate and trust questions. 
And then every year after that, we have to take 
advanced continuing education, not just the regular 
continuing education. And then every five years, we 
have to recertify.”

Attorney Tim Semro talked about the motivation for 
writing his book Your Money Your Way.  “I got this idea 
to write the book, because people are often hesitant 

to come in and meet with an attorney. And what I 
wanted to show them is that it’s not a scary 
proposition to come in and meet with the attorney 
and have a conversation.” 

His book uses client stories, (fictional, but based on 
actual situations), to cover typical estate planning 
scenarios in an engaging way. It’s designed to be a 
quick read - about 90 minutes to 2 hours - and each 
chapter ends with explanations of relevant 
documents and their importance.

Similar to what we do at Boyk Law, he also makes 
his book available as a free download from his firm’s 
website, www.semrohenry.com, and they provide 
hard copies if requested. 

His firm, Semro Henry, Ltd. has a system set up where 
they can handle any client from, “the first go around 
when people have a child and they need to have to 
get a guardian named,  to end of life situations, and 
more complex planning.”  

“In the book,” says Chuck Boyk “it seemed like a 
lot of the clients didn’t even understand what they 
wanted to achieve, and your job was almost to bring 
them along so you could help them identify their 
problem?”

“We’re dealing with death and taxes, so it’s going 
to affect everyone,” says Semro. “Everyone needs a 
will… no matter where you are in life… Oftentimes 
people will come to us and they’ll say, hey, I need a 
will, or I need a trust, and they don’t really have any 
idea what that means,” says Semro.  “Sometimes we’ll 
ask questions ahead of time,” he explained. “But I 
never want to put a barrier in front of them to get to 
that first meeting… Let’s sit down and have a talk 
and see where it goes. Because oftentimes, in just a 
few questions, we can start narrowing in. Remember, 
those are just tools, all the different trusts and other 
things we have to figure out how to solve the problem, 
and then we’ll use the right tool for that… What is 
their situation? What do they need? And what is the 
right tool?”

Episode 57 of the Boyk Brief featuring Chuck Boyk’s 
conversations with Estate Planning Attorney Tim 
Semro is available on YouTube, 
youtu.be/RwJY9QJVWXg Spotify, Apple, iHeart or 
wherever you download your podcasts. 

Check out more episodes of The Boyk Brief podcast 
on our website: charlesboyk-law.com/the-boyk-brief-
podcast/. 

Congratulations Jacob & Katie Bick
Congratulations to Boyk
Law’s Jacob Bick and his 
beautiful bride, Katie. The 
couple said their “I Do’s” last 
month before heading off on 
their honeymoon. We are 
overjoyed and wish them a 
long and happy life together!

JoeyMichael

Daniel

Hunter

NEW! Episode 57 Features
Attorney, Author - Estate Planning Specialist

Attorney Tim Semro



Boyk Law Offices & Attorneys Chuck Boyk 
& Mike Bruno Among the Best

Charles Boyk Law Offices was recently recognized 
among the Best Law Firms in the United States and 
Attorneys Chuck Boyk and Mike Bruno were named 
two of the Best Lawyers in America.

Chuck was selected for his work in Medical 
Malpractice Law and Workers’ Compensation Law. 
Mike Bruno has been recognized since 2021 for his 
work in Personal Injury Litigation. 

Charles Boyk Law Offices was named one of the 
Best Law Firms in the United States. 

Recognition by Best Lawyers is based entirely 
on peer review. Our methodology is designed to 
capture, as accurately as possible, the consensus 
opinion of leading lawyers about the professional 
abilities of their colleagues within the same 
geographical area and legal practice area.

Best Lawyers employs a sophisticated, 
conscientious, rational, and transparent survey 
process designed to elicit meaningful and 
substantive evaluations of the quality of legal 
services. Our belief has always been that the 
quality of a peer review survey is directly related to 
the quality of the voters.

Chuck Boyk has been licensed to practice law 
in Ohio since 1983. His major areas of practice 
involve plaintiff personal injury, including car 
accidents, wrongful death, medical malpractice, 
slip and falls (premises liability), and construction 
accidents. Chuck’s other areas of practice include 
workers compensation, criminal defense and 
general civil litigation.

Mike Bruno worked his way through law school as 
a bailiff for Lucas County Common Pleas Court. 
After graduation from The University of Toledo Law 
School in 1983, Mike became an Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney in Lucas County Prosecu-

Important Safety Update for Ozempic & Similar GLP-1 Drug Users

tor’s office, where he prosecuted hundreds of cases 
including two death penalty murder trials. Since 
1989, Mike has almost exclusively handled personal 
injury and insurance matters. All told, he has tried 
more than 100 jury trials throughout northwest 
Ohio, including a recovery of $1.25 million against a 
trucking company for a client seriously injured at a 
truck stop.

Congratulations to Mike and Chuck! Further proof 
that Charles Boyk Law Offices are simply the best!

Worker Injured in Rollover Accident on Way to Jobsite 
Our client was a passenger in a car travelling on 
US Hwy 24 in Henry County when the driver lost 
control on an icy curve, causing the vehicle to veer 
off the right side of the road into a ditch. Emergency 
personnel promptly reported to the scene and saw 
the pickup truck lying on its side. EMS transported 
our client to the hospital, where he received X-rays 
and imaging. This revealed multiple spinal fractures 
and a brain bleed characterized as a mild aneurysmal 
dilation. He required extensive hospitalization and 
treatment as a result of these injuries.

Mr. Boyk and the team promptly determined that our 
client was enroute to a job site at the time of the 
crash. As an independent contractor based in 
Indiana, our client was not covered by workers’ 
compensation. Therefore, the team began 
working directly with the insurance company to 
pursue compensation through a personal injury claim.

Correction Officer Viciously Attacked by Prisoner
Our client was working as a corrections officer in 
Mansfield, Ohio, when she informed an inmate that 
he was being disciplined for inappropriate behavior. 
During this interaction, the inmate began to
aggressively pleasure himself in front of her. She then 
informed him that he would receive a disciplinary 
ticket for this disgusting behavior. In response, the 
inmate became enraged and violently attacked her. 
He struck her three times in the face, causing her to 
fall to the ground, where he continued the assault 
with three additional blows to the head. As a result, 
our client sustained multiple lacerations to her head 
and face, which bled profusely. Our client missed 
multiple months of work due to the injuries.

Mr. Boyk and his team immediately filed a Workers’ 
Compensation claim. Charles Boyk Law is working 
tirelessly to make sure she receives the 
compensation she deserves from this 
horrific incident.

Dog Off-Leash Causes Injury Motorcycle Accident
In Erie Township, our client was riding with a group of 
motorcyclists when a loose dog ran into the roadway. 
In an effort to avoid the maddened animal, the 
motorcycle group began sporadically braking and 
swerving. During an evasive maneuver, our client lost 
control and slid off the road, suffering serious injuries. 
He was life-flighted to St. Vincent Hospital in Toledo, 
where he was diagnosed with fractured vertebrae and 
broken ribs. The dog’s owner was cited by the Ottawa 
County Dog Warden for failing to secure the animal on 
a leash.

Mr. Bruno and his team promptly began investigating 
the dog owner’s homeowners’ insurance policy to 
pursue compensation for the significant injuries our 
client sustained as a result of the incident.

CASES OF INTEREST: SEPTEMBER 2025

Attorney Chuck Boyk Attorney Mike Bruno

Cake In A Cup: Toledo’s Cupcake Success Story

What started with a single Valentine’s Day batch of 
cupcakes has grown into one of Toledo’s sweetest 
success stories. Cake in a Cup, has been 
delighting the community for nearly two decades 
with its whimsical treats, warm atmosphere, and 
now, expanded offerings.

From Kitchen Experiment to Local Favorite
The idea sparked when Lori Jacobs was living in 
New York, where she was inspired by the thriving 
East Coast cupcake scene. Upon returning to Ohio, 
she stumbled across a cupcake recipe book at TJ 
Maxx and decided to give baking a try. On 
Valentine’s Day, she baked cupcakes for her 
family, with extras sent by her mother to share at 
her workplace at Hospice. The response was 

overwhelming—soon hospice staff were asking 
Lori to bake for their special events. That early 
demand laid the foundation for what would 
become Cake in a Cup.

Lori teamed up with friend and business partner, 
Dana Iliev, and the pair officially launched Cake 
in a Cup with a soft opening in 2007. Their grand 
opening, fittingly, was on Valentine’s Day 2008.

A Bright, Welcoming Space
For the past three years, Cake in a Cup has called 
6511 Central Avenue, Toledo home. Their 
current location is an airy, glass-filled shop where 
customers can get an up-close look at the baking 
process. The transparency of the space matches 
the brand’s philosophy—fun, fresh, and always 
customer-focused.

Sweet Expansion and National Recognition
In 2011, Cake in a Cup took its talents to national 
television, competing on and winning Cupcake 
Wars on Food Network. That victory cemented their 
reputation as one of the premier cupcake bakeries 
in the country.

But the bakery hasn’t stopped at cupcakes. Today, 
Cake in a Cup offers:

n  Signature Cupcakes (their original claim 
     to fame)
n  Lattes for coffee lovers
n  Cookie Bars and 6-inch cut-out cakes
n  Their famous frosting, sold on its own

Parties, Catering, and Community Fun
Cake in a Cup caters to all kinds of special 
occasions, from weddings to birthdays. Their Central 
Avenue location also doubles as a party venue, where 
children and adults alike can decorate cupcakes 
during interactive events. One popular option is the 
“decorating plates”—two unfrosted cupcakes paired 
with sprinkles and frosting for guests to decorate 
themselves.

A Toledo Tradition, 18 Years Strong
Eighteen years after Lori’s first batch of Valentine’s 
cupcakes, Cake in a Cup continues to thrive by 
mixing creativity with community. What began as 
a family treat has become a beloved Toledo staple, 
where every visit feels like a celebration.

If you’ve taken Ozempic or similar medications, there 
are growing legal and medical concerns you should 
know about. Thousands of people are developing 
serious and unexpected side effects from these 
drugs—ranging from vision loss to severe 
gastrointestinal issues.

What Is Ozempic?
Ozempic is a prescription medication used to manage 
type 2 diabetes and support weight loss.  It is part of a 
class of drugs called GLP-1 receptor agonists (GLP-1s 
for short).  Other similar drugs in this class include 
Wegovy, Rybelsus, Mounjaro, Zepbound, and Trulicity.

How Many People Use It?
The popularity of GLP-1 drugs has surged in recent 
years with prescriptions increasing over 2000% 
just between 2019 and 2022.  Research indicates 
that about 1 in 8 U.S. adults have used or are using 
a GLP-1. This rise is fueled by their effectiveness in 
promoting weight loss and manufacturers promot-
ing this through marketing, particularly through 
social media. The millions of Americans using these 
medications are generating billions in revenue for the 
manufacturer.  But with this large and growing market 
of users, the potential impact of undisclosed side 
effects is huge.

What’s the Issue?
Since hitting the market, hundreds of thousands 
of GLP-1 users have reported suffering adverse 
reactions/effects.  Many of these users report very 

similar side effects that manufacturers did not 
clearly disclose to the FDA, medical community, or to 
patients on their warning labels. These include:

n  Gastroparesis (a condition that slows or 
     stops the movement of food from the 
     stomach to the small intestine)
n  Intestinal/bowel obstruction or blockage
n  NAION – (non-arteritic anterior ischemic 
     optic neuropathy) which can cause sudden 
     and potentially permanent vision loss.

Medical studies support users’ claims, linking GLP-1 
medications to these injuries.  Alarmingly, a recent 
Harvard Medical School study that found diabetic 
patients taking certain GLP-1s had a 400% increased 
risk of vision loss compared to other diabetic drugs.   
For overweight patients, the risk was greater than 
700%.

What’s Being Done?
Because of the growing number of cases, lawsuits 
have been filed by individuals who developed serious 
gastrointestinal injuries after using GLP-1 drugs.  
In February 2024, these lawsuits were combined 
into a multidistrict litigation (MDL) in federal court 
in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. Judge Karen Marston is overseeing the 
litigation.  Cases involving NAION are currently being 
handled outside this litigation.  But these claims are 
continuing to grow and may also be consolidated in 
the future.

Who Are the Defendants?
The lawsuits focus on two major pharmaceutical 
companies:

n  Novo Nordisk, maker of Ozempic, Rybelsus, 
     and Wegovy
n  Eli Lilly, maker of Mounjaro, Zepbound, and 
     Trulicity

These lawsuits allege that the companies placed profits 
over patient safety – claiming the makers knew about the 
potential harm their drugs could do, but decided against 
adequately warning patients and doctors about the full 
range of potential side effects. 

What Should You Do?
If you’ve taken any GLP-1 drug, including Ozempic, 
Wegovy, Rybelsus, Mounjaro, or Trulicity and are 
experiencing symptoms like persistent gastrointestinal 
pain or vision changes, it is important to talk to your 
doctor.  If you have been medically treated for any such 
conditions after using GLP-1 drugs, you may have a 
claim. Our firm is actively investigating GLP-1 cases and 
is available for a free consultation if you have questions, 
or would like us to review your case.

Charles Boyk Law hosted over 120 clients and their families on Aug 14th for a Client Appreciation Night  at a Mud Hens game. 
It was a beautiful night for baseball at Fifth Third Field, and our guests had a great time. 

“My son a I had a wonderful time at the Mud-Hens baseball game last night; it was my son first time at a baseball game, and 
he had a blast (me too). Thank you so much Charles E. Boyk Law Offices LLC for making this happen for us.” - John D.

“It was a great time. Thanks. Parking, picking up the tickets, and setting was flawless, even with walkers and wheelchair. 
Weather was excellent. Ten stars! – Annette H. 

Charles Boyk Law is happy to make memories like this happen for our clients. Watch out for more Charles Boyk Law Offices’ 
Client Appreciation Events coming soon!

Boyk Law Hosts Client Appreciation Event at the Mud Hens



Boyk Law Offices & Attorneys Chuck Boyk 
& Mike Bruno Among the Best

Charles Boyk Law Offices was recently recognized 
among the Best Law Firms in the United States and 
Attorneys Chuck Boyk and Mike Bruno were named 
two of the Best Lawyers in America.

Chuck was selected for his work in Medical 
Malpractice Law and Workers’ Compensation Law. 
Mike Bruno has been recognized since 2021 for his 
work in Personal Injury Litigation. 

Charles Boyk Law Offices was named one of the 
Best Law Firms in the United States. 

Recognition by Best Lawyers is based entirely 
on peer review. Our methodology is designed to 
capture, as accurately as possible, the consensus 
opinion of leading lawyers about the professional 
abilities of their colleagues within the same 
geographical area and legal practice area.

Best Lawyers employs a sophisticated, 
conscientious, rational, and transparent survey 
process designed to elicit meaningful and 
substantive evaluations of the quality of legal 
services. Our belief has always been that the 
quality of a peer review survey is directly related to 
the quality of the voters.

Chuck Boyk has been licensed to practice law 
in Ohio since 1983. His major areas of practice 
involve plaintiff personal injury, including car 
accidents, wrongful death, medical malpractice, 
slip and falls (premises liability), and construction 
accidents. Chuck’s other areas of practice include 
workers compensation, criminal defense and 
general civil litigation.

Mike Bruno worked his way through law school as 
a bailiff for Lucas County Common Pleas Court. 
After graduation from The University of Toledo Law 
School in 1983, Mike became an Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney in Lucas County Prosecu-
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tor’s office, where he prosecuted hundreds of cases 
including two death penalty murder trials. Since 
1989, Mike has almost exclusively handled personal 
injury and insurance matters. All told, he has tried 
more than 100 jury trials throughout northwest 
Ohio, including a recovery of $1.25 million against a 
trucking company for a client seriously injured at a 
truck stop.

Congratulations to Mike and Chuck! Further proof 
that Charles Boyk Law Offices are simply the best!

Worker Injured in Rollover Accident on Way to Jobsite 
Our client was a passenger in a car travelling on 
US Hwy 24 in Henry County when the driver lost 
control on an icy curve, causing the vehicle to veer 
off the right side of the road into a ditch. Emergency 
personnel promptly reported to the scene and saw 
the pickup truck lying on its side. EMS transported 
our client to the hospital, where he received X-rays 
and imaging. This revealed multiple spinal fractures 
and a brain bleed characterized as a mild aneurysmal 
dilation. He required extensive hospitalization and 
treatment as a result of these injuries.

Mr. Boyk and the team promptly determined that our 
client was enroute to a job site at the time of the 
crash. As an independent contractor based in 
Indiana, our client was not covered by workers’ 
compensation. Therefore, the team began 
working directly with the insurance company to 
pursue compensation through a personal injury claim.

Correction Officer Viciously Attacked by Prisoner
Our client was working as a corrections officer in 
Mansfield, Ohio, when she informed an inmate that 
he was being disciplined for inappropriate behavior. 
During this interaction, the inmate began to
aggressively pleasure himself in front of her. She then 
informed him that he would receive a disciplinary 
ticket for this disgusting behavior. In response, the 
inmate became enraged and violently attacked her. 
He struck her three times in the face, causing her to 
fall to the ground, where he continued the assault 
with three additional blows to the head. As a result, 
our client sustained multiple lacerations to her head 
and face, which bled profusely. Our client missed 
multiple months of work due to the injuries.

Mr. Boyk and his team immediately filed a Workers’ 
Compensation claim. Charles Boyk Law is working 
tirelessly to make sure she receives the 
compensation she deserves from this 
horrific incident.

Dog Off-Leash Causes Injury Motorcycle Accident
In Erie Township, our client was riding with a group of 
motorcyclists when a loose dog ran into the roadway. 
In an effort to avoid the maddened animal, the 
motorcycle group began sporadically braking and 
swerving. During an evasive maneuver, our client lost 
control and slid off the road, suffering serious injuries. 
He was life-flighted to St. Vincent Hospital in Toledo, 
where he was diagnosed with fractured vertebrae and 
broken ribs. The dog’s owner was cited by the Ottawa 
County Dog Warden for failing to secure the animal on 
a leash.

Mr. Bruno and his team promptly began investigating 
the dog owner’s homeowners’ insurance policy to 
pursue compensation for the significant injuries our 
client sustained as a result of the incident.
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Cake In A Cup: Toledo’s Cupcake Success Story

What started with a single Valentine’s Day batch of 
cupcakes has grown into one of Toledo’s sweetest 
success stories. Cake in a Cup, has been 
delighting the community for nearly two decades 
with its whimsical treats, warm atmosphere, and 
now, expanded offerings.

From Kitchen Experiment to Local Favorite
The idea sparked when Lori Jacobs was living in 
New York, where she was inspired by the thriving 
East Coast cupcake scene. Upon returning to Ohio, 
she stumbled across a cupcake recipe book at TJ 
Maxx and decided to give baking a try. On 
Valentine’s Day, she baked cupcakes for her 
family, with extras sent by her mother to share at 
her workplace at Hospice. The response was 

overwhelming—soon hospice staff were asking 
Lori to bake for their special events. That early 
demand laid the foundation for what would 
become Cake in a Cup.

Lori teamed up with friend and business partner, 
Dana Iliev, and the pair officially launched Cake 
in a Cup with a soft opening in 2007. Their grand 
opening, fittingly, was on Valentine’s Day 2008.

A Bright, Welcoming Space
For the past three years, Cake in a Cup has called 
6511 Central Avenue, Toledo home. Their 
current location is an airy, glass-filled shop where 
customers can get an up-close look at the baking 
process. The transparency of the space matches 
the brand’s philosophy—fun, fresh, and always 
customer-focused.

Sweet Expansion and National Recognition
In 2011, Cake in a Cup took its talents to national 
television, competing on and winning Cupcake 
Wars on Food Network. That victory cemented their 
reputation as one of the premier cupcake bakeries 
in the country.

But the bakery hasn’t stopped at cupcakes. Today, 
Cake in a Cup offers:

n  Signature Cupcakes (their original claim 
     to fame)
n  Lattes for coffee lovers
n  Cookie Bars and 6-inch cut-out cakes
n  Their famous frosting, sold on its own

Parties, Catering, and Community Fun
Cake in a Cup caters to all kinds of special 
occasions, from weddings to birthdays. Their Central 
Avenue location also doubles as a party venue, where 
children and adults alike can decorate cupcakes 
during interactive events. One popular option is the 
“decorating plates”—two unfrosted cupcakes paired 
with sprinkles and frosting for guests to decorate 
themselves.

A Toledo Tradition, 18 Years Strong
Eighteen years after Lori’s first batch of Valentine’s 
cupcakes, Cake in a Cup continues to thrive by 
mixing creativity with community. What began as 
a family treat has become a beloved Toledo staple, 
where every visit feels like a celebration.

If you’ve taken Ozempic or similar medications, there 
are growing legal and medical concerns you should 
know about. Thousands of people are developing 
serious and unexpected side effects from these 
drugs—ranging from vision loss to severe 
gastrointestinal issues.

What Is Ozempic?
Ozempic is a prescription medication used to manage 
type 2 diabetes and support weight loss.  It is part of a 
class of drugs called GLP-1 receptor agonists (GLP-1s 
for short).  Other similar drugs in this class include 
Wegovy, Rybelsus, Mounjaro, Zepbound, and Trulicity.

How Many People Use It?
The popularity of GLP-1 drugs has surged in recent 
years with prescriptions increasing over 2000% 
just between 2019 and 2022.  Research indicates 
that about 1 in 8 U.S. adults have used or are using 
a GLP-1. This rise is fueled by their effectiveness in 
promoting weight loss and manufacturers promot-
ing this through marketing, particularly through 
social media. The millions of Americans using these 
medications are generating billions in revenue for the 
manufacturer.  But with this large and growing market 
of users, the potential impact of undisclosed side 
effects is huge.

What’s the Issue?
Since hitting the market, hundreds of thousands 
of GLP-1 users have reported suffering adverse 
reactions/effects.  Many of these users report very 

similar side effects that manufacturers did not 
clearly disclose to the FDA, medical community, or to 
patients on their warning labels. These include:

n  Gastroparesis (a condition that slows or 
     stops the movement of food from the 
     stomach to the small intestine)
n  Intestinal/bowel obstruction or blockage
n  NAION – (non-arteritic anterior ischemic 
     optic neuropathy) which can cause sudden 
     and potentially permanent vision loss.

Medical studies support users’ claims, linking GLP-1 
medications to these injuries.  Alarmingly, a recent 
Harvard Medical School study that found diabetic 
patients taking certain GLP-1s had a 400% increased 
risk of vision loss compared to other diabetic drugs.   
For overweight patients, the risk was greater than 
700%.

What’s Being Done?
Because of the growing number of cases, lawsuits 
have been filed by individuals who developed serious 
gastrointestinal injuries after using GLP-1 drugs.  
In February 2024, these lawsuits were combined 
into a multidistrict litigation (MDL) in federal court 
in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania. Judge Karen Marston is overseeing the 
litigation.  Cases involving NAION are currently being 
handled outside this litigation.  But these claims are 
continuing to grow and may also be consolidated in 
the future.

Who Are the Defendants?
The lawsuits focus on two major pharmaceutical 
companies:

n  Novo Nordisk, maker of Ozempic, Rybelsus, 
     and Wegovy
n  Eli Lilly, maker of Mounjaro, Zepbound, and 
     Trulicity

These lawsuits allege that the companies placed profits 
over patient safety – claiming the makers knew about the 
potential harm their drugs could do, but decided against 
adequately warning patients and doctors about the full 
range of potential side effects. 

What Should You Do?
If you’ve taken any GLP-1 drug, including Ozempic, 
Wegovy, Rybelsus, Mounjaro, or Trulicity and are 
experiencing symptoms like persistent gastrointestinal 
pain or vision changes, it is important to talk to your 
doctor.  If you have been medically treated for any such 
conditions after using GLP-1 drugs, you may have a 
claim. Our firm is actively investigating GLP-1 cases and 
is available for a free consultation if you have questions, 
or would like us to review your case.

Charles Boyk Law hosted over 120 clients and their families on Aug 14th for a Client Appreciation Night  at a Mud Hens game. 
It was a beautiful night for baseball at Fifth Third Field, and our guests had a great time. 

“My son a I had a wonderful time at the Mud-Hens baseball game last night; it was my son first time at a baseball game, and 
he had a blast (me too). Thank you so much Charles E. Boyk Law Offices LLC for making this happen for us.” - John D.

“It was a great time. Thanks. Parking, picking up the tickets, and setting was flawless, even with walkers and wheelchair. 
Weather was excellent. Ten stars! – Annette H. 

Charles Boyk Law is happy to make memories like this happen for our clients. Watch out for more Charles Boyk Law Offices’ 
Client Appreciation Events coming soon!

Boyk Law Hosts Client Appreciation Event at the Mud Hens
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Charles Boyk Law’s 17th annual Bikes for Kids Contest 
has been the biggest giveaway ever! Boyk Law gave 
away 15 bikes this summer to deserving kids who were 
nominated by family, friends and educators. 

Daniel is our 2025 Bikes for Kids Week 7 winner. He 
was nominated by his Aunt Rhonda, who told us he has 
faced some challenges in life. He has autism, and was 
recently placed in the custody of his other Aunt because 
of an unfortunate domestic situation. Rhonda’s Bikes for 
Kids nomination said, “Daniel doesn’t have many toys 
or a bike. He is such a sweet, deserving young man, and 
to have a bike to call his own at a time like this could 
certainly help him be a kid again.”

Boyk Law is happy to help Daniel. We selected him to 
receive a free bike in his favorite color, as part of our 
Bikes for Kids Contest.  Jill at Wersell’s Bike Shop gave 
him a matching blue helmet and bike lock, along with 
some expert riding tips. 

Our week 8 winner is Michael. He was nominated by his 
teacher for his excellent academic performance. She 
said, “Michael is an amazing young man with a very 
bright future.” She also told us about Michael’s 
involvement in his school’s Aspiring Educators Program 
and how he is always willing to help others out. “He 
has been an amazing peer mentor to our new student 
who speaks very little to no English,” she said. “Michael 
volunteered to help them with their homework and with 
learning English as a second language.” 

Charles Boyk Law selected Joey as the week 9 
winner. He was nominated by his teacher at Hawkins 
STEM Academy in Toledo Public Schools for his excellent 
academics and enduring spirit in the face of 

Final 2025 Bikes for Kids Winners Selected
challenges. She told us, “Joey is truly deserving of 
winning a new bike because he consistently puts 
forth his best effort and works hard every day, no 
matter the challenge... despite facing hardships, 
he remains positive and determined every day. He 
does not have a bike of his own, and receiving one 
would not only bring him joy, but also reward his 
dedication and perseverance.” 

Christine Smith is a 7th-grade math teacher at 
Larchmont Elementary School in the Toledo Public 
District. She nominated Hunter for Boyk Law’s 
Bikes for Kids Contest.  Ms. Smith said, “Hunter 
is a very hard-working student.  She is also super 
helpful in my class as well!  All around great kid! 
Hunter is such a great citizen. She is always 
positive and kind to other students.  She goes 
the extra mile in helping with anything in the 
classroom.  Her honesty is excellent… she is a 
top student and takes her time to complete work 
to her best ability.  I couldn’t ask for a better 
student.”

Chuck Boyk launched our Bike for Kids Giveaway 
17 years ago to promote bicycle safety and give 
back to the community. Since its inception, the 
program has given away over 180 bikes to 
deserving children. Boyk Law always buys the 
bikes from Wersell’s, Toledo’s oldest bike shop. 
Wersell’s is celebrating their 80th anniversary 
in 2025. We thank Wersell’s for their continued 
participation of our Bikes for Kids contest, and for 
fitting all of our winners with bikes that will last 
them for years to come. Congratulations to all of 
our 2025 Bikes for Kids Winners! We can’t wait to 
do it again next year!

Attorney Tim Semro is a 
board-certified specialist 
in estate planning, trust 
and probate law. He 
recently joined Chuck 
Boyk on episode 57 of the 
Boyk Brief podcast to talk 
about estate planning and 
his new book, Your Money 
Your way. 

“About 10 years ago, the 
Ohio Bar Association 

decided they wanted to have a designation that 
would… say to the public, this person practices in this 
area exclusively, and we’re held to a higher standard. 
I think in Toledo, under 10 attorneys have that 
designation. You have to be in practice for five years, 
and then there’s an exam that you have to take that 
covers estate planning, probate and trust questions. 
And then every year after that, we have to take 
advanced continuing education, not just the regular 
continuing education. And then every five years, we 
have to recertify.”

Attorney Tim Semro talked about the motivation for 
writing his book Your Money Your Way.  “I got this idea 
to write the book, because people are often hesitant 

to come in and meet with an attorney. And what I 
wanted to show them is that it’s not a scary 
proposition to come in and meet with the attorney 
and have a conversation.” 

His book uses client stories, (fictional, but based on 
actual situations), to cover typical estate planning 
scenarios in an engaging way. It’s designed to be a 
quick read - about 90 minutes to 2 hours - and each 
chapter ends with explanations of relevant 
documents and their importance.

Similar to what we do at Boyk Law, he also makes 
his book available as a free download from his firm’s 
website, www.semrohenry.com, and they provide 
hard copies if requested. 

His firm, Semro Henry, Ltd. has a system set up where 
they can handle any client from, “the first go around 
when people have a child and they need to have to 
get a guardian named,  to end of life situations, and 
more complex planning.”  

“In the book,” says Chuck Boyk “it seemed like a 
lot of the clients didn’t even understand what they 
wanted to achieve, and your job was almost to bring 
them along so you could help them identify their 
problem?”

“We’re dealing with death and taxes, so it’s going 
to affect everyone,” says Semro. “Everyone needs a 
will… no matter where you are in life… Oftentimes 
people will come to us and they’ll say, hey, I need a 
will, or I need a trust, and they don’t really have any 
idea what that means,” says Semro.  “Sometimes we’ll 
ask questions ahead of time,” he explained. “But I 
never want to put a barrier in front of them to get to 
that first meeting… Let’s sit down and have a talk 
and see where it goes. Because oftentimes, in just a 
few questions, we can start narrowing in. Remember, 
those are just tools, all the different trusts and other 
things we have to figure out how to solve the problem, 
and then we’ll use the right tool for that… What is 
their situation? What do they need? And what is the 
right tool?”

Episode 57 of the Boyk Brief featuring Chuck Boyk’s 
conversations with Estate Planning Attorney Tim 
Semro is available on YouTube, 
youtu.be/RwJY9QJVWXg Spotify, Apple, iHeart or 
wherever you download your podcasts. 

Check out more episodes of The Boyk Brief podcast 
on our website: charlesboyk-law.com/the-boyk-brief-
podcast/. 

Congratulations Jacob & Katie Bick
Congratulations to Boyk
Law’s Jacob Bick and his 
beautiful bride, Katie. The 
couple said their “I Do’s” last 
month before heading off on 
their honeymoon. We are 
overjoyed and wish them a 
long and happy life together!
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NEW! Episode 57 Features
Attorney, Author - Estate Planning Specialist

Attorney Tim Semro




