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Family of Teen Seeks Justice After Son Dies from Fentanyl Laced with Animal Tranquilizer at State-Licensed Care Facility in New Paris, Ohio

Charles Boyk Law O  ces has filed a civil lawsuit in
Preble County, Ohio on behalf of the family of Jordan
Shinn, a profoundly intellectually disabled teenager
who died at the age of 16 while under the care of

a state-licensed residential facility. The suit alleges
wrongful death, corporate negligence, breach of
contract, and other claims related to Jordan’s fatal
exposure to fentanyl, xylazine, and phenobarbital. The
civil lawsuit was filed in the Preble County Court of
Common Pleas against Foundations and several

a liated corporate entities and individuals.

Jordan, who su ered from cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and
other significant medical and developmental conditions,
was a resident of the “Foundations” Intermediate Care
Facility in New Paris, Ohio. He had been in the care of
the facility since the age of seven. Despite promises by

environment, Jordan was found unresponsive in his bed
in the early morning hours of July 23, 2023. He was
pronounced dead shortly thereafter.

A subsequent autopsy by the Montgomery County
Coroner determined Jordan died from the combined
toxice ects of fentanyl, xylazine, and phenobarbital.
Xylazine, a veterinary tranquilizer not approved for
human use, and fentanyl are potent and often fatal
components of illicit street drugs.

The lawsuit, filed by Jordan’s mother, Ashley Shinn, and

estate administrator Zackary Sha er, alleges that:
Sta at Foundations—including employees with
known drug use histories—failed to provide
proper supervision, left personal belongings
accessible to residents, and did not conduct or
document mandated rounds as required;
Despite repeated observations of sta members

AL ) ) medical facility.”
visibly impaired—such as falling asleep, nodding
0 , or exhibiting signs of drug or alcohol use The complaint
while responsible for vulnerable residents — also seeks punitive
Foundations failed to take any corrective or damages against
disciplinary action to protect those in their care.  the corporate
The facility had no security or visitor logs, and individual
permitting unmonitored access to vulnerable defendants, citing
residents; willful, wanton,
Foundations rehired at least one employee and reckless
despite her known criminal drug record, disregard for the
complaints of impaired performance, and prior  rights and safety

termination. This same employee was the last
person to see Jordan awake/alive and she died

of a drug overdose roughly one year after Jordan’s
death;

The facility was undercapitalized and inad
equately sta ed, violating numerous state and
federal care standards;

The Ohio Attorney General and Preble County
Sheri ’sO ce have both opened investigations
following the Coroner’s ruling of homicide.

“This tragedy should have never occurred. Jordan was a
completely dependent child entrusted to a facility that
promised to care for him,” said lead attorney Charles E.
Boyk. “Instead, due to reckless and systemic failures in
hiring, supervision, and safety, Jordan died from lethal
drug exposure

inside what should F
have beena

secure, structured |

of residents like
Jordan.

Foundations that he would be kept in a safe, supervised

CONTACT US TO DAY| MAIN OFFICE BOWLING GREEN FREMONT SWANTON
' 1500 Timberwolf Dr. 121 E. Wooster St. 219 S. Front St. 10725 Airport Hwy.
Holland, OH 43528 Suite 100 Suite 105 Swanton, OH 43558
VOLUME 19 (419) 241-1395 Main Bowling Green, OH 43402 Fremont, OH 43420 WEST UNITY
ISSUE 4 (800) 637-8170 Toll-free DOWNTOWN TOLEDO FINDLAY 123 E. Jackson St.
AUGUST, 2025 : (419)241-8731 Fax 405 Madison Ave. 612 S. Main St. West Unity, OH 43570
Our Newest Location! ~ Suite 1200 Suite 107 WEST TOLEDO
ATTORNEYS : mauMEE Toledo, OH 43604 Findlay, OH 45840 2659 Kinas Poi
gs Pointe Rd.
Charles Boyk, Michael Bruno, 1683 Lance Pointe Rd DEFIANCE LIMA Suite B
Andrea Young, Zackary Sha er & Suite 104 B 1012 Ralston Ave, Suite C-1 114 N. West St. Toledo, OH 43617
' Maumee, OH 43537 Defance, OH 43512 Suite 203

Wes Merillat, Fredric Boyk, of counsel Lima, OH 45801

AUTO ACCIDENTS « MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION  DOG BITES
WRONGFUL DEATH e ATV & MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS

0L18°L€9°008 » SBELLYZ6LY ® 82SEY HO ‘ANVTIOH A STOMYIEIIL00ST o 371 S3II440 MyTHA0E T STIHYHI

MG ATAR

Sy Ly




. Boyk Law IS

. Another Year
&

Larchmont Elementary is located in the neighborhood
near the Miracle Mile Shopping Center, and serves
K-8 students in the Toledo Public School District.
Most of its students come from poor socio-economic
backgrounds.

“We had a lot of students who were hungry, and
teachers were supplying food out of pocket
constantly,” recalls Larchmont Principal Kari Sharp.
“We also saw a lot of students who were unkempt or
were wearing the same clothes over and over again,
or were not bathing at home, or things of that nature.
And then we saw a lot of students that were hoarding
di erent foods in the cafeteria when there were
extras because of the lack of having those things at
home... So we as a school team decided that we were
going to try to assist those kids to be able to meet
those needs.”

Principal Kari Sharp says she and her sta , decided to
“find a community partner to help us purchase food,
personal hygiene products or household cleaning
supplies for students and families that are in need.
That way, we can assist students to be able to learn
better by meeting their basic needs. We were lucky
enough to find Charles Boyk Law and we worked

with them to come up with a solution, and through a
generous donation from Charles Boyk Law, we were
able to start Janie’s Pantry.”

“I've been pitched lots of ideas over the years”, says
Chuck Boyk, “but when | heard their idea for helping
schools and children in the Toledo Public School
District, it blew me away and | thought it was one of
the best ideas I'd ever heard.” Chuck and his family
agreed to fund the program, which was named Janie’s
Pantry after his late Mother-in-law.

Janie’s Pantry was established in storage closet inside
Larchmont’s school library. It was equipped with
shelving, and stocked with food, and other essentials.
“The Islamic Food Bank also donates a lot of our food
and canned good items, says School Counselor
Jessica. We o er fresh fruit and actually have
perishables, frozen foods or things that need
refrigerated. We have a refrigerator and a microwave
for whatever our kiddos need.”

Toledo Public Schools already provides free meals to
needy children during the school day, but Larchmont
leadership realized, their families needed more.

“At first, we started o  thinking about providing
snacks for the students throughout the day or to take
home,” says School Psychologist, Sarah Darrow. “And
then we saw more of a need of of shelf stable items
like peanut butter and jelly. And some of the families

Going Back To School

started requesting household items like cleaning
products and shampoo and toiletries.

“Nowwe 0 er personal hygiene supplies, food
supplies and household items for students and their
families who cannot a ord those things on their own,
Principal Kari Sharp explains. “Many of our teach-
ers were providing the food, clothing, and hygiene
products out of our own pockets until the idea for the
pantry came about.”

”

“Some families go to the store and they have to
decide, do | get a cleaning product or do | get food?
By providing toilet paper, toothbrushes, personal
hygiene products, cleaning supplies, diapers and
formula, we’re helping the families not have to
choose, they can get both.

No taxpayer money or school funding is used in the
operation of Janie’s Pantry. “All of the donated
funding goes straight to the children or their families
says Larchmont School Psychologist Sarah Darrow.

. We're grateful because we get to see them thriving
and doing better in school as a result.”

School leadership created an online system of
requesting and ordering items by email or using a QR
code which links to a Google document. “We have a
QR code and people can can go online, says School
Counselor Jessica Kronovich. “It’s on our Facebook
page, and every now and again, | send home our link
through our Facebook page and the QR code, and the
influx comes in right away. As soon as we send the QR
code home, we have tons of families wanting things.”

Larchmont’s seventh and eighth-grade students are
learning early job skills by stocking shelves, taking
inventory, and fulfilling orders. Parental volunteers
also assist with the program, which strives to
maintain anonymity. “We try to make it as accessible
as possible while also maintaining anonymity, says
Principal Sharp. “We never want to make people feel
self-conscious about asking for help, and while school
sta know who the families are, the students and
volunteers helping with the program do not.”

Access to Janie’s Pantry has improved test scores
and become a lifeline for Larchmont’s students and
families. During the summer months, teachers and
school leadership have helped those in need by
coming into the school to fill a desperate order.

“We’re a community, and at Larchmont,” says Sarah
Darrow. We consider ourselves family, and we will do
anything for our students to help them reach their
highest potential.
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Principal Sharp hopes Janie’s Pantry can serve as a pilot
program, to address broader needs within the district.
“Long term, | would like to see something similar in all
of the school buildings, because there are a lot of
elementary schools and high schools in the TPS area
that could use the same program”, she says.

The success of Janie’s Pantry has inspired school
leadership to seek solutions for other challenges
facing their community. “We submitted a proposal

to the Boyk Family to use some funding for positive
behavioral support and incentives for students to come
to school, arrive on time, show, be, respond, respectful,
responsible,” says Sarah Darrow. And reduceo ce
behavioral referrals.”

They implemented a Positive Recognition System to
encourage good behavior. “Students are given “Cub
Cash” when they’re found or caught being respectful,
responsible or ready,” explains Ms. Darrow. “They can
save the Cub Cash, and then use it to purchase prizes
from our trophy case once a month.”

The Larchmont Trophy Case contains snacks, school
supplies, toys, and unique experiences they can
purchase, such as sitting in the teacher’s chair,
chewing gum during the day, or a lunch the Principal.
The contents of the case come from the donated funds
from the Boyk Family. The students can buy items using
their Cub Cash rewards.

“We also use it explains Sarah. “We’ve also used
donations from the Boyk family for incentives within
the school too, such as an ice cream party for a class
that participated in an academic reading intervention
project, So, it’s all kid oriented, and to reward any and
all students within Larchmont to support them as much
as possible.”

During the 2024-25 school year, students were
rewarded with paper scrip. This year, Principal Sharp
says Larchmont students are moving toward a digital
account balance. It will give them access to their
account and provide possible learning experiences with
math and Digital Banking.

”It’s working, and that’s huge for us,” says School
Counselor Jessica Kronovich. “I've been here for 10
years, and we have been actively trying di erent
behavior incentives and reward systems for students.
And with this, I've seen a huge di erence. Oh my gosh!”

“Larchmont is like a family, and we take on everything,”
says Sarah Darrow. “We’re helping to do everything we
can to help all of the students in the school succeed.




Attorney Andrea Young

Attorney Andrea Young is an alumna of Larchmont
Elementary School. She grew up on Cribb Street and
attended the school from kindergarten through 6th grade :
during the 1990s. She recently returned to the site of her :

old elementary school to find it rebuilt.

Andrea says she is “Overjoyed that Boyk Law is helping
the families at Larchmont. As a graduate from Toledo
Public Schoals, | think it's important to give back to the
youth in our community. Larchmont will always have a

place in my heart, and | hope that what Boyk Law is doing :

will have a positive impact on the youth in that school.

During her tour, she discovered the “Comfort Closet”,
another innovative program designed to help Larchmont
students and their families.

School Counselor Jessica Kronovich guided her to a
converted locker room and that houses a collection

of donated and slightly used clothing for students and
needy families. “This is our Comfort Closet. It has been
open for about two years now, and we are always
accepting donations. We have everything in here, from
shirts, shoes, underwear, a variety of di erent clothing.”

School Psychologist, Sarah Darrow, explained that the
program utilizes “Volunteers from our Parent-Teacher

Organization that help organize the clothing into di erent :

lockers based on the sizes and the di erent items that
we have.”

Larchmont families are invited to visit the Comfort Closet  :

for everything from new socks or underwear to gently
used shirts and pants. “We try to get a wide range of
items so that if anyone is in need of something, then we

have it. From baby items to adult clothing that might help :

with a job interview,” says Darrow.

The Comfort Closet is invaluable when the weather turns
colder. Students can find coats, gloves, and hats when

the temperatures drop. “We always need gloves and hats.

Gloves and hats are huge for us,” says Jessica.

“During the wintertime, a lot of our students don’t have
coats, hats, gloves, and those are some of the number
one things that are requested says Sarah Darrow. “A

lot of times we’'ll just see students coming with nothing
on, or they’ll go out to recess, and we don’t want them
to be cold, so sometimes we have to keep them in for
recess when they could really use some fresh air, and
the comfort closet, providing some of those things is so
beneficial for the kids.”

“When people who aren’t TPS, parents who ask, “Why
does TPS close when it gets really cold out? It's because
a lot of our students walk to school and they don’t have
the proper clothes to wear, and they need these items,”
explained Jessica.

If you want to donate new or gently used clothing,
contact Larchmont Elementary School or drop the
donation at Charles Boyk Law’s Holland Office.

More Winners in Boyk Law's

© Charles Boyk Law O ces is proud to announce more winners of our 2025
- Bikes for Kids Contest.

- Week 4 - Rickia is 8 years old and was nominated by her father. Her family
© is originally from Toledo but was living in Florida when Hurricane lan

- struck in late September of 2022. The devastation left them homeless and
: living on the streets of Kissimmee. Fortunately, they were able to return

: to Toledo and are trying to rebuild their lives. Rickia lost her bike with the
- rest of her family’s belongings. She has shown amazing
 resilience through all of their challenges and still excelled
- inschool. Charles Boyk Law selected Rickia as our week 4
© winner in the 2025 Bikes for Kids Contest.

. Week 5 - Charles Boyk Law O  ces selected three children
to received free bikes in our 17th annual Bikes for Kids

- Contest. Tinais 15 years old, Sina is 13 and Shahan is 4.

: They are refugees from the Middle East and came to the

* United States in October 2024 with their mother. The family
: was nominated by their sponsors who have been helping

- them resettle in Northwest Ohio. Charles Boyk Law selected
- them as our week 5 winners in the 2025 Bikes for Kids Con-
© test. Boyk Law presented each of them with a new bike, and
. Wersell’s Bike Shop supplied a new helmet and bike lock.

Our week 6 winners are twins, a sister named Aallyah, and

. abrother named Andreas. In 2023, they lost their mother

© suddenly to complications of a chronic illness. Charles Boyk
- Law O ces selected the twins to receive free bikes after

© they were nominated by their grandmother. She told us they
- spend a lot of time with their grandparents and had outgrown their old bikes.

© Michael is our week 7 winner. He was nominated by his teacher at Larchmont Elementary School. She told us
- heis an amazing young man with a very bright future. In addition to excelling in the classroom, he is always

- willing to help others. Michael is part of an Aspiring Educators Program and was an amazing peer mentor to

: anew student who spoke very little English. He is also a dedicated and dependable member of the school’s

: Safety Patrol.

. Charles Boyk Law is proud to recognize the amazing kids and reward them with a new bike. Boyk Law always
© buys the bikes from Wersell’s Bike Shop, 2860 Central Ave. They are Toledo’s oldest bike shop and are

- celebrating their 80th year in business. Wersell’s custom-fits each bike and generously provides helmets and
- bike locks for all our Bikes for Kids winners.

- Boyk Law creates video profiles for all of the winners. You can watch them on WTOL TV on Wednesday

© mornings, 9-10 am on their Your Day program through August 27. You can also watch them on our YouTube
- channel www.youtube.com/@CharlesEBoyk, and view videos from past winners by visiting our website, or

. bikesforkidstoledo.org. Stay tuned for the final 2025 Bikes for Kids winners in next month’s newsletter.

=% Fond Farewell to Friends & Family:

Itis with great sadness that we say goodbye to one of our long-time team members
and two of our best-loved Pawyers. Nancy Thomas worked as a paralegal at Boyk Law
0 ces foralmost 10 years in support of clients by working closely with attorneys Mike
Bruno and Chuck Boyk. She was instrumental in bringing dogs into our 0 ces. Her
French Bulldogs, Penny, Dexter and Ellie have been fixtures at Boyk Law for years, and
paved the way for other o ce dogs.

“Nancy, Penny, Ellie and Dexter all played important roles in the functioning of Boyk
. Law,” says Chuck Boyk. “Nancy is a top-notch professional legal assistant with
knowledge, work ethic, and did a fantastic job for our clients. Her French bulldogs,
especially my all time favorite Penny, provided happiness to our entire team and

. clients. We wish them all the best.”

“| can’t say enough good things about Nancy Thomas,” says Attorney Mike Bruno. “She
was excellent at managing my cases. When interacting with clients, the dogs brought
out the tenderness not often exhibited by clientsinalawo ce setting.”

Boyk Law presented Nancy with a hand painted portrait of Penny as a parting gift. A
copy of it was also hung in the sta  break room, down the hall from her o  ce, which
was rededicated as “Penny’s Kitchen”, where she was a regular visitor, on the prowl for
treats. The attorneys and sta  of Boyk Law O  ces wish Nancy success and happiness.









