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fﬂr The Bar ExamhvEmllearmmnm

Emily Wagnimont

Up until a few weeks ago, if you had asked me whether all law
students should have to take the Bar exam, | likely would have
said no. However, having now gone through it myself, my
perspective has changed.

The Bar exam is undeniably daunting. After three years of law
school, students are expected to devote another 8—10 weeks
to studying for a single test. The exam spans two full days
and, in Ohio this year, was administered in three locations:
Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Columbus. | traveled to Cleveland
onJuly 28, solely focused on completing this final step.

The exam took place at Cleveland State Law School, which
had been divided into rooms holding around 30-40 students
each. The tension in the room was palpable. Stress over
computer issues only added to it - |
‘: witnessed one girl’s laptop die within
minutes, forcing her to handwrite the

entire exam. Fortunately, thanks to the support from

. Cleveland State staff, we all made it through.

After 12 hours of testing over two days, | left Cleveland
feeling like | had entered a new club - those who have faced

the Bar. Upon returning to work, the first question | was asked

was, “Now that you've taken it, do you think everyone
should?” I was surprised how quickly | answered: yes.

Admittedly, part of me feels this is a selfish answer - if | had to
' take it, everyone else should too. But it goes deeper than that.

While it's often argued that the Bar exam doesn’t teach you
how to be an attorney, | believe it teaches other critical
qualities.

For one, it improved my legal analysis. | worked through
thousands of multiple-choice questions and hundreds of
practice essays. Over time, | began thinking more like an
attorney and less like a student. More importantly, it taught
me discipline. Studying over 40 hours a week was grueling,

especially when tackling topics like Secured Transactions. But

lawyers must be disciplined - they’re expected to putin
substantial work for their clients, often under immense
pressure.

Some states - California, Vermont, Virginia, and Washington -
offer alternative paths to licensure, such as apprenticeships. |
do think real-world experience is crucial. While clerking at
Charles Boyk Law Offices, | gained knowledge | couldn’t have
gotten from a textbook or exam. But | also see the Bar exam
as a rite of passage. It is challenging, and at times feels
unnecessary, but it forces a level of preparation and
endurance that mirrors the demands of legal practice.

Ultimately, the Bar exam isn’t just about proving what you
know - it's about proving you can persist. While | understand
the push for alternatives, | believe the Bar plays an important
role in shaping lawyers. It may evolve over time, but | believe
the Bar exam is here to stay.
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Write A Book To Build Trust With Your Client

People want to do business with people they know,
like, and trust. Writing a book or “booklet” on each
one of your cases areas to give to your client is great
way to build up that trust.

An “educated” client that understands the area of
law in their case can better work with you as a team
toreach their case specific goals.

Over the years at our law firm, we have written 13
books, including some with multiple editions. Topics
cover our range of practice areas, including car and
motorcycle accidents to wrongful death, work injuries,
and construction accidents. We give prospective
clients a free copy of our book pertaining to their case
or practice area. We also have them for a free pdf
download from our website.

In a recent episode of our Boyk Brief podcast, Estate
Planning Attorney Tim Semro of Semro Henry Ltd.,
talked about the motivation for writing his book Your
Money Your Way. “I got this idea to write the book,
because people are often hesitant to come in and
meet with an attorney. And what | wanted to show
them s that it's not a scary proposition to come in
and meet with the attorney and have a conversation.”

His book uses client stories, (fictional, but based on
actual situations), to cover typical estate planning
scenarios in an engaging way. It's designed to be a
quick read - about 90 minutes to 2 hours - and each
chapter ends with explanations of relevant documents
and their importance.

by Zac Shaffer

This month'’s Al review is one that truly sets the
bar high. Eve is a complete, start-to-finish tool
that is like having a personal assistant for every
employee. We began looking into Eve Al as a
tool to assist in medical summaries and review.
Little did we know, Eve offers much more than
just medical summaries. We have had the
pleasure of piloting this software for the past

Similar to what we do at Boyk Law, Tim makes his book
available as a free download from his firm’s website,
www.semrohenry.com, and they also provide hard copies
if requested.

How fo Get Started:

Here are some thoughts on how you can write a book in

your practice area:
The size of the book can be as long as you want.
Most of our books are between 35 and 100
pages.
The goal is to give the client an easy to
understand summary of the basic law and
educate them on their legal options. We try to
write it at a 6th grade level.
You can make a list of the common questions
Yyou are asked, the things a client should know,
and perhaps some cases examples from your
past experience. What you include is totally up
to your best judgment and imagination.
The easy way to write the book is to either
make an outline and write it up or just record
Yyou answering all your outline questions and
then transcribe it. Then you just need to edit it
and have someone give you a second opinion.
The publishing process is also easy when you
have the right (write) people on the job. We use
BDP, a local company who handles the design
and layout of the book. They also manage
the printing.
Printing costs vary by the number of pages and
the quantity of books printed. The higher

needing to draftidiscovery or other documents for a -

case and having an Al assistant propose questions
that you might not have thought about. Eve’s!\l
learns from each user and adapts to their writing

style.

b
But, what truly {ets Eve apart from other Al services |

have reviewed inth gﬁ not only its potential, but

few weeks and the benefits Eve offers has far  gathe customersetvice of their representatlves

exceeded our expectations.

Like I said before, Eve is quite literally having
an assistant. During our test period, we have
been able to truly dive into casesina
completely different light. From the speed and
accuracy of their summaries to assisting in
preparation of demands, we have been able to
identify issues in mere minutes that would
have taken hours or days without it. Imagine

Helpful, ho rsonable are
wor n use.
Like apything plse they re sellmgthel product. But,
unlike other expenences | havé had W|t other
companies, | don’t feel like they are only trying to
push to sell their product. Théy listen to concerns
and try to improve in a timely manner. If there is an
issue, they are instantly working to resolve the
problem. Not only resolve the issue, but ensure that

similar issues get resolved.

the page count, the price per piece can go up,
however the higher the quantity of books, the
price per book WILL GO DOWN considerably.
Brian Fowler with BDP can help with editing or
writing the book if necessary for those who have
a hard time finishing because of limited time
and resources. You can contact him directly at
any time for more information at
419.346.6213.

It typically takes between 5-10 business days
once the proof is approved to get the finished
product, which can be shipped directly to your
office.

Ifyou have specific questions, we are happy to
help you.

eve

While our firm is still investigating what software is
the best fit for eur needs and our clients, | would
rec “‘mlmend Eve to any person, firm, or company
thatis!looking for the best Al software. Its

tfew 5 _ﬂ._-potentlal feels limitless and the future only
ly ﬁtc est egurface"h_ “continues to inspire hope. In the short period of

time we have been working with them, new
developments continue to roll out. If you are
looking to expand your practice or even if you are
just looking for a way to better maintain your
current practice size, you would be doing yourself
and your clients a disservice by not looking into
what Eve can offer.




success Through Summer Softball?

No matter who you talk to about advancing your career, one of the main focuses will always be on networking.
We've all heard the old adage “its not what you know, but who you know”. Regardless of whether you are in the
beginning stages of your career or in your prime, this saying will always run true. But, the secret to true success
in networking is finding a balance of work and pleasure. And, after a long week, there aren’t many better
feelings than swinging your heart out at a big yellow ball.

One of the best networking and career building experiences | have had the pleasure of participating in is the
Toledo Summer Softball League. | first participated in this league in my first year of law school. | was clerking for
a firm who just needed bodies to fill their team. Following my first year playing, | used the connections | made to
restart a team with my fellow law students at the University of Toledo. For a first-generation law aspiring
attorney, | wasn’t fortunate enough to have a network of people in the profession to help me. This league was
my first real networking experience.

Fast-forward to the present, | am not only still involved, but | am the commissioner of the league. For some, the
league is a way to stay involved in the community, for others it is a way to feel like we are 18 again (only to pull a
hamstring sprinting the bases and realizing we are not). My experience in the league, however, changed the
course of my career. From being an active member of the Toledo Bar Association to shamelessly performing
“Single Ladies” like Beyonce at the Jr. Bar Gridiron Show, being involved in this softball league is one of the main
reasons | am currently where | am at.

Whether you are looking for new ways to build your practice, build your name, or new things to do during the
summer, this league is for you. You don’t need to be a star athlete or even hand-eye coordination. You are
welcome to come out and play! One of my favorite experiences being involved in the league has been meeting
and building personal relationships with other attorneys in the community. The league plays every summer
beginning in June and extends through August. If you are interested in playing, don’t hesitate to reach out as it is
an experience you truly don't want to miss.

And, who knows, if your experience is like mine, you may open the door to new beginnings and a career path
you never expected!

The Rising Dangers
of Kratom

Kratom, a plant native to Southeast Asia, has gained
popularity in the United States for its opioid- and
stimulant-like effects. Marketed as a natural remedy,
Kratom is sold in various forms—upills, powders, teas,
and even raw leaves—often found in vape shops, gas
stations, and convenience stores.

Despite its growing availability, health experts are
raising alarms. Kratom contains mitragynine, a
compound that activates the same brain receptors as
opioids like morphine. This similarity poses serious
risks of addiction, abuse, and dependence. The FDA
has issued multiple warnings, citing adverse effects
such as liver toxicity, seizures, and even death.
Alarmingly, some Kratom products have been found
to contain harmful contaminants like heavy metals
and bacteria.

Currently, no Kratom-based products are FDA-
approved, and the agency advises consumers to avoid
them altogether. While the DEA classifies Kratom as a
“drug of concern,” it remains legal in many states,
including Ohio and Michigan. The unregulated nature
of Kratom sales means product quality is unregulated,
and consumers receive no guidance on dosage,
ingredients, or potential health risks. This lack of
oversight has led to the nickname “Gas Station
Heroin,” highlighting its easy accessibility and
dangerous potential.

Our firm is actively investigating cases involving
Kratom use and injury, including addiction and/or
death. If you have questions, or would like us to
review your case, contact us for a free consultation.

ABOUT THE CO-COUNSEL NEWSLETTER

Whether you have an injury case that is outside your core practice area, a case
you do not have time or the resources to pursue on your own, or a case outside

your geographic area, our firm would love to talk with you about a referral or being

associated as co-counsel.

We are proud to work with co-counsel throughout the country. And when

those cases resolve, we are honored to pay significant referral and
co-counsel fees.

For more information about Co-Counsel Opportunities, contact Charles E Boyk Law

Offices, by phone at 419-241-1395, email at referceb@charleshoyk-law.com or visit

our website, www.charleshoyk-law.com/referral

Charles Boyk Law was founded more than 20 years ago with the intent of helping
people in need. Behind a team of outstanding lawyers, professional support staff, and
state-of-the-art technology, our firm has grown to become one of the leading personal
injury law firms in NW Ohio and SE Michigan.

We consider it an honor to be contacted by attorneys, both locally and across the U.S.,
who are seeking co-counsel to help litigate complex personal injury cases. It is an even
greater honor when those attorneys refer us a case involving their loved ones or friends.

Our co-counsel newsletter is tailored to attorneys. It highlights examples of cases we
are handling and provides updates on litigation. If you have a personal injury case you
are looking to refer, we invite you to consider our firm. Our team of attorneys and
professional staff have the experience, knowledge and resources to provide your clients
with the best representation and maximize the recovery.
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Toledo Bar Association CLE Offerings ®

ADYCCATIHG

The Greatest Transfer of Wealth and Ownership in History: Navigating Estates, Taxes & Legacy - LIVEINTERACTIVE WEBINAR ~ éreartusary ;

September 24, 2025 , 12:00 — 1:30 pm, 1.5 General Credit hours

12:00 — 1:00 pm: The Greatest Transfer of Wealth and Ownership in History

The baby-boomer generation is hitting 65 over the next 7 years, so this program will delve into how this will impact Social Security, retirement, business ownership, transfers of wealth and
how we can prepare for it. Our expert speaker, Jason Harris, will review how to help business owners exit plan and transition their business as well as what it will mean for personal
finances.

1:00 - 1:30 pm

How business owners and attorneys need to prepare from an estate and contract perspective for their business. Learn how to take the proper steps, considerations and how your personal
as well as business estate work together.

Presented by: Jason Harris, Financial Advisor, Certified Exit Planning Advisor (CEPA) & Holly Dye, Semro Henry Ltd.

The Throne of Games: Game Theory and The Law: An Infroduction for Attorneys

1.5 General Credit Hours

3:30- 5:00 pm

This program will explore how the principles of game theory can provide new insights into negotiation, litigation, and dispute resolution. You'll learn how to recognize common game
structures in legal conflicts, apply strategic reasoning to your advantage, and understand when cooperation may serve your client better than competition. While game theory won't solve
your case for you, it offers a powerful framework for making smarter, more informed decisions—especially in high-stakes or adversarial settings.

Presenter: Harold Paddock, Esq.

In his court-based experience and in private practice, Harold Paddock has successfully mediated cases in the fields of personal injury, wrongful death, contracts, foreclosure, workers
compensation, land use, eminent domain/appropriation, non-competition clauses, consumer sales practices, and general business litigation. His prior experience as a Magistrate includes
presiding over both jury and jury-waived trials. He is the co-creator of the widely duplicated Settlement Week program for resolving civil cases with volunteer attorneys as mediators. As part
of helping other jurisdictions set up Settlement Week programs, he has been a mediation trainer.

This seminar is presented by the Columbus Bar Association.

Help us stay current by letting us know! Call 419.241.1395 or e-mail marketing@charleshoyk-law.com
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