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The Best Law Staff in Toledo celebrated with the other City 
Paper “Best of  Toledo” winners at a Rock-n-Roll themed 
event on April 4, 2025. This is the second year in a row that 
Charles Boyk Law Offices was recognized by readers of  the 
Toledo City Paper as the Best Lawyer for 2024. 

Chuck Boyk lead an en-
tourage of  Rockin’ Party 
Animals from Boyk Law to 
the annual celebration.  It 
truly was an amazing night of  
laughter, great company and 
a room filled with some of  
the most inspiring people in 
our community!

THANK YOU Toledo for 
voting Charles Boyk Law 
Best Attorney in the Toledo 
City Paper’s Best of  Toledo 
contest!

Winning Best Lawyer
in Toledo Rocks!

May’s Raving
Fan of the Month
“The people at this firm have been 
nothing but amazing for the last 2 
years of  our journey together. 
I had so many questions and 
concerns after the accident , they 
have held my hand every step of  the 
way from medical bills and doctors 
to rental cars and body shop 
issues , and fought so hard to get 
everything done and keep things 
flowing smoothly. They have even 
sent my son birthday cards for both 
of his birthdays…now that is above 
and beyond.  I really don’t know 
why you would choose anybody else 
to help you along the way, Thank 
you to the entire team” - Brendan F. 

Have a positive review to share? Go to 
boykreviews.com to tell us about your 
experience!

Steve Kiessling, director of Toledo Animal Rescue, the 
area’s oldest no-kill shelter, joined Attorneys Chuck 
Boyk and Zac Shaffer on the latest episode of the 
Boyk Brief podcast. 

“We bring in animals who need us,” says Kiessling. 
“Whether it’s an owner surrender, a stray animal, 
or the pet of someone down on their luck. If they’re 
injured or sick, we bring them back to health and try 
to find new homes to start the next chapter of their 
life.”

It was founded in 1927 as the Toledo Animal Shelter 
Association. It was the brainchild of an area socialite 
who saw the need for a place to care for stray animals 
until suitable homes could be found for them. In 
2018, the Toledo Animal Shelter Association changed 
its name to Toledo Animal Rescue, but their primary 
mission remains helping animals find new homes. 

Toledo Animal Rescue is located in a neighborhood 
near the intersection of Airport Hwy. and Byrne Road. 
The organization has been there since the 1930s, 
although the surrounding area has changed greatly 
in the past 90 years. “The building has been 
renovated over years, but it’s a great space,” says 
Steve Kiessling. “We have an acre and a half and a 
small house that is ours as well. 

The animals predominately come from Lucas, Wood, 
and the surrounding counties.  “We do transfer 
animals in occasionally, if we have space,” says 
Steve. “Because we try to help out other 

Toledo Animal Rescue Director
Visits Boyk Brief Podcast

organizations with dogs. We never have a shortage 
of cats.”

Unfortunately, the shelter gets far more requests for 
assistance than they have space available. “We’re 
typically working off a waiting list,” he says. “But as 
we get animals adopted out, we bring new ones in.”

Toledo Animal Rescue can’t accept every animal and 
is especially selective when it comes to aggressive 
dogs. “If they have a bite history, they’re just not 
adoptable, and so we’re not the appropriate place 
for them,” he said.  “We can’t, legally and with good 
conscience, put a dog in a household that we know 
has a bite history or has possession and food 
aggression where someone could get hurt.”  

When their animals need medical care, “We have a 
wonderful vet,” says Steve Kiessling. “He’s on our 
board, but he comes in once a week and provides our 
vet care.” They also partner with other shelters and 
clinics to handle blood tests and surgeries. 

The shelter has also expanded its services to help 
the community, including running a Pet Food Pantry. 
“I believe that no one should go hungry, and neither 
should their pets,” says Director Kiessling. “Folks 
would donate food to us,” he explained, “we couldn’t 
use it because it wasn’t the brands of food we 
typically use. We like to be consistent with what we 
feed the animals because it’s better for their health.” 

The shelter started giving a lot of excess food to area 
food pantries and shared it with other smaller animal 

rescues. “But then we start getting people calling us, 
looking for pet food,” says Steve.  “So, we decided to 
establish a pet food pantry. We started it in the spring 
of 2024, and since then, we’ve given away about 3000 
pounds of dry food and more than 1000 cans of wet 
food. We’ve helped over 250 families and about 400 
animals during the past year. We’re trying to keep these 
animals in the home. We don’t want people to face that 
difficult choice of feeding themselves, their kids, or 
their pets.”

For anyone looking to adopt a pet, Toledo Animal 
Rescue posts available animals on their website. “We 
have a dog page and a cat page,” says Kiessling. “We 
are also on Pet Finder, so people searching there can 
find the animals we have available to adopt. We also 
post a lot on Facebook, especially special need cases, 
or some of our long stay animals”. 

“Our website address is www.toledoanimalrescue.org.  
You can find all of our applications on there, to Foster, 
volunteer and adopt animals.” The shelter’s phone 
number is 419-382-1130, and they can be reached by 
email at info@toledoanimalrescu.org 

Episode 56 of the Boyk Brief is available on Spotify, 
iHeart, Apple, Amazon, or wherever you get your 
podcasts. A video version is viewable on our YouTube 
channel, youtu.be/urWsQVhhwVc. 

All episodes of the Boyk Brief podcast are also 
available on our website, at www.charlesboyk-law.
com/the-boyk-brief-podcast

Goodbye to a Well-Loved Dog
It is with great sadness that we mourn the 
passing of one of our Pawyers. Boo-Boo 
was Boston Terrier-Pug mix and the faithful 
companion of Paralegal Becky Casteels.  He 
crossed the rainbow bridge recently at the 
age of 15. Boo-Boo worked from home in 
his later years but once delighted the staff 
and clients in the office with his unparalleled 
tolerance of holiday costumes. He was a 
good dog and will be missed. 



Car Crosses Centerline Causing Snowboarding 
Trip to go Downhill
Our client was a front-seat passenger 
returning to her hotel from snowboarding when 
an oncoming driver lost control, crossed the 
centerline and struck the vehicle our client was 
in head-on. The accident, which happened 
in Otsego County, Michigan, caused our 
client to go unconscious and have memory loss 
surrounding the events of  the accident. The 
accident also resulted in serious injuries to our 
client including facial scarring, neck fractures, 
a concussion, and anxiety. Our client was taken 
by ambulance to Otsego Memorial Hospital.

Our firm is resolutely advancing a negligence 
claim for our client to ensure she gets the 
support and compensation she needs for 
the damage inflicted by the other driver’s 
negligence. Charles Boyk and his team are fully 
committed to defending our client’s rights and 
achieving the justice she deserves.

Failure to Negotiate a Curve causes Spinout 
Accident.
Our client was making a delivery for work in 
Toledo, Ohio. As he was driving, a car took a
curve too quickly and began to spin. The car 
crossed the central line and struck our
client’s vehicle. This collision caused our client’s 
vehicle to go off-road and crash into a parked 
vehicle. As a result of  the driver’s negligence, 
our client broke three ribs and his ankle. He was 
immediately taken by Toledo Fire Department 
to Toledo Flower Hospital where he had to
undergo ankle surgery and start physical 
therapy. 

Mike Bruno and his team are working diligently 
on behalf  of  our client to make sure he is justly 
compensated for his injuries and feels fully 
supported through these difficult times. As part 
of  that effort, our firm is 
also helping him navigate 
the workers’ compensation 
process. 

Work Fall Leads to Multiple Broken Bones & 
Surgery 
Our client was called into work for an emergency 
cleanup. As she was cleaning up broken glass, she 
slipped and fell. As a result of  the fall, she had
numerous injuries, including two broken bones in
her leg, a dislocated ankle, and a fractured heel.
She was transferred by ambulance to the 
emergency room at St. Vincent Hospital and had 
to undergo surgery. Because of  her injuries, she 
has missed over a month’s worth of  work as a 
line supervisor. While unable to work at the 
factory, she had to pick up a part-time job as a gas 
station clerk. 

Our firm is helping our client navigate the 
complex workers’ compensation process. Mike 
Bruno and his team will fight for her to receive the 
compensation she would have had she not been 
injured on the job.	

CASES OF INTEREST: MAY 2025

Welcome to Charles Boyk Law
Offices: James Ferguson 

James Ferguson

James Ferguson is a new paralegal at Charles Boyk 
Law Offices. He primarily handles workers’ 
compensation cases and subrogation, which 
means he ensures that medical treatment resulting 
from a workplace injury is paid for by workers’ 
compensation insurance and not our client. 

James also has experience in medical summaries 
and research, which helps our attorneys fight 
disputed insurance claims. In College, he aspired 
to study medicine and entered the nursing 
program, but he later determined that it wasn’t the 
right career choice for him. 

Instead of pursuing a career in medicine, James 
focused his studies on the law and enrolled in the 
University of Toledo’s Paralegal program. After 
graduation, he worked in immigration law as an 
“Accredited Representative” through the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. Later, James 
handled workers’ compensation cases for another 
prominent Toledo law firm.  

James brought his skill and experience to 
Charles Boyk Law Offices in February. He says he 
appreciates the supportive work environment in 
our Holland office.  

James likes consuming media and absorbing 
information in all formats, including online 
documentaries about ancient civilizations or the 
Cambrian era and reading science fiction, fantasy, 
and gothic horror. He recently finished reading 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”.

James loves music and attending concerts. You 
can often find him at his desk, listening to music 
through his headphones. 

He was active in physical sports from a very 
young age, including wrestling and martial arts 
like judo, jiu jitsu, and sambo, a mixed martial 
arts technique he still actively practices when his 
schedule permits.

James is working with all of our attorneys on a 
variety of cases, thanks to his passion and skill at 
researching and gathering information. He also as-
sists our Intake team, taking calls from new clients. 

Charles Boyk Law is happy to have James Ferguson 
on our team, helping clients.

Boyk Law’s Bikes for Kids Contest
Opens 2025 Nominations

Nominations for 
the 17th Annual 
Charles Boyk 
Law Offices Bikes 
for Kids contest 
are now open!

Do you know a 
kid who has done 

something special for others, made a 
positive impact on their community, 
excelled in school, or overcome a 
significant challenge or illness? Whatever 
they’ve done to inspire you or others, we 
want to hear their story. 

Parents, teachers, family, and friends are 
invited to nominate a deserving child to 
win a bike from Charles Boyk Law Offices. 
Visit our website or bikesforkidstoledo.org 
and tell us why your nominee deserves a 
free bike. 

Boyk Law has given away more than 
165 bikes, and we will select 10 more 
remarkable kids from all the nominations 
to receive a brand-new bike this summer.

Boyk Law is honored to continue our 
partnership with Wersell’s, Toledo’s oldest 
bike shop, for the 17th year in a row. Each 
bike is custom-fitted by Jill Wersell, who 
generously provides helmets and bike locks 
for all our Bikes for Kids winners. “We’re 
thrilled to collaborate with Chuck Boyk on 
Bikes for Kids!” says Jill Wersell. “This is a 
great opportunity to recognize and reward 

some excellent and deserving children. We 
look forward to it every year.”

“We created Bikes for Kids to honor the 
incredible kids in northwest Ohio who rise 
above challenges 
and selflessly serve 
others,” says 
Chuck Boyk. “We 
look forward to 
meeting our next 
group of  Bikes for 
Kids winners.”

Bruno v. Robot
Over the course of  the past 42 years as a 
practicing lawyer, I’ve done my fair share 
of  suing. I’ve sued people who crashed into 
and injured my clients. I’ve sued insurance 
companies in order to set fair value on 
claims. I’ve sued cities and counties, a 
rok-out facility, car dealerships, repair 
facilities, trucking companies, restaurants, 
nail spas, railroads, and more than once, 
the local amusement park. 

Now, I feel it’s time to take my practice to 
the next level. I’m getting ready to sue a 
robot. 

It’s not personal. I like people. I still sue 
them. I sometimes eat at McDonald’s. I still 
sue them. I previously defended insurance 
companies. I will continue to sue insurance 
companies. I have nothing against robots.

In fact, one of  my earliest memories was 
finding a robot named ”Mr. Machine” 
under the Christmas Tree. Other toys have 
come and gone. I no longer have Erector 
sets, Lincoln Logs, G.I. Joe, or Hot Wheel 
cars. I still have Mr. Machine. 

The current case against the robot centers 
on an incident that occurred on campus at 
Bowling Green State University. Our client 
finished her shift in Food Services and was 
walking on a sidewalk on her way to the 
parking lot, something she’d managed to 
do safely over the past 12 years on the job.

November 5, 2024, was different. On that 
day, unbeknownst to the client, she was 
being followed. And the trailing droid was 
going faster than our client, in fact, so fast 
that he/she/it collided into the back of  our 

client’s knees, taking her down and causing 
her to suffer multiple injuries, including a hand 
fracture. 

The client retained us to assist with her 
workers’ compensation claim. But we are 
not stopping there. We are also actively 
pursuing a case against the robot and his/her/
its enablers. And we have retained the services 
of  an expert who knows all about robots. You 
guessed it, Mr. Machine. 

Sylvania Northview Girls’ 
Lacrosse Team Win First Game
The Sylvania Northview High School Girls’ Lacrosse 
team won their first game against Central Catholic 
10-2. On their way to victory, the Lady Kats became 
the first team in Ohio to require their players to 
wear helmets.  

High School girls’ lacrosse features less contact 
than the boys’ version, but head injuries and 
concussions are still common. Sylvania Northview 
had multiple players sit out games in 2024 due to 
concussions. 

Charles Boyk Law Offices purchased helmets to 
protect the Sylvania Northview High School Girls’ 
Lacrosse team. Although girl’s high school lacrosse 
is one of the fastest-growing sports in the United 
States, helmets are not mandated for girls in Ohio.

Miranda Price is Northview’s assistant coach and 
also a paralegal at Charles Boyk Law Offices. “Last 
season we had six concussions and one of them put 
the girl out for the whole season,” says Miranda. 
“So, we’ve been looking for ways to have this game 
be safer.”

She told Chuck Boyk 
of their plan to require 
helmets for their play-
ers, and he offered to 
buy them for the entire 
team. 

“Head injuries are very 
serious. I hope these 
helmets will inspire 
other teams to take 
steps to enhance player 
safety,” says Chuck 
Boyk.



Car Crosses Centerline Causing Snowboarding 
Trip to go Downhill
Our client was a front-seat passenger 
returning to her hotel from snowboarding when 
an oncoming driver lost control, crossed the 
centerline and struck the vehicle our client was 
in head-on. The accident, which happened 
in Otsego County, Michigan, caused our 
client to go unconscious and have memory loss 
surrounding the events of  the accident. The 
accident also resulted in serious injuries to our 
client including facial scarring, neck fractures, 
a concussion, and anxiety. Our client was taken 
by ambulance to Otsego Memorial Hospital.

Our firm is resolutely advancing a negligence 
claim for our client to ensure she gets the 
support and compensation she needs for 
the damage inflicted by the other driver’s 
negligence. Charles Boyk and his team are fully 
committed to defending our client’s rights and 
achieving the justice she deserves.

Failure to Negotiate a Curve causes Spinout 
Accident.
Our client was making a delivery for work in 
Toledo, Ohio. As he was driving, a car took a
curve too quickly and began to spin. The car 
crossed the central line and struck our
client’s vehicle. This collision caused our client’s 
vehicle to go off-road and crash into a parked 
vehicle. As a result of  the driver’s negligence, 
our client broke three ribs and his ankle. He was 
immediately taken by Toledo Fire Department 
to Toledo Flower Hospital where he had to
undergo ankle surgery and start physical 
therapy. 

Mike Bruno and his team are working diligently 
on behalf  of  our client to make sure he is justly 
compensated for his injuries and feels fully 
supported through these difficult times. As part 
of  that effort, our firm is 
also helping him navigate 
the workers’ compensation 
process. 

Work Fall Leads to Multiple Broken Bones & 
Surgery 
Our client was called into work for an emergency 
cleanup. As she was cleaning up broken glass, she 
slipped and fell. As a result of  the fall, she had
numerous injuries, including two broken bones in
her leg, a dislocated ankle, and a fractured heel.
She was transferred by ambulance to the 
emergency room at St. Vincent Hospital and had 
to undergo surgery. Because of  her injuries, she 
has missed over a month’s worth of  work as a 
line supervisor. While unable to work at the 
factory, she had to pick up a part-time job as a gas 
station clerk. 

Our firm is helping our client navigate the 
complex workers’ compensation process. Mike 
Bruno and his team will fight for her to receive the 
compensation she would have had she not been 
injured on the job.	
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Welcome to Charles Boyk Law
Offices: James Ferguson 

James Ferguson

James Ferguson is a new paralegal at Charles Boyk 
Law Offices. He primarily handles workers’ 
compensation cases and subrogation, which 
means he ensures that medical treatment resulting 
from a workplace injury is paid for by workers’ 
compensation insurance and not our client. 

James also has experience in medical summaries 
and research, which helps our attorneys fight 
disputed insurance claims. In College, he aspired 
to study medicine and entered the nursing 
program, but he later determined that it wasn’t the 
right career choice for him. 

Instead of pursuing a career in medicine, James 
focused his studies on the law and enrolled in the 
University of Toledo’s Paralegal program. After 
graduation, he worked in immigration law as an 
“Accredited Representative” through the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. Later, James 
handled workers’ compensation cases for another 
prominent Toledo law firm.  

James brought his skill and experience to 
Charles Boyk Law Offices in February. He says he 
appreciates the supportive work environment in 
our Holland office.  

James likes consuming media and absorbing 
information in all formats, including online 
documentaries about ancient civilizations or the 
Cambrian era and reading science fiction, fantasy, 
and gothic horror. He recently finished reading 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde”.

James loves music and attending concerts. You 
can often find him at his desk, listening to music 
through his headphones. 

He was active in physical sports from a very 
young age, including wrestling and martial arts 
like judo, jiu jitsu, and sambo, a mixed martial 
arts technique he still actively practices when his 
schedule permits.

James is working with all of our attorneys on a 
variety of cases, thanks to his passion and skill at 
researching and gathering information. He also as-
sists our Intake team, taking calls from new clients. 

Charles Boyk Law is happy to have James Ferguson 
on our team, helping clients.

Boyk Law’s Bikes for Kids Contest
Opens 2025 Nominations

Nominations for 
the 17th Annual 
Charles Boyk 
Law Offices Bikes 
for Kids contest 
are now open!

Do you know a 
kid who has done 

something special for others, made a 
positive impact on their community, 
excelled in school, or overcome a 
significant challenge or illness? Whatever 
they’ve done to inspire you or others, we 
want to hear their story. 

Parents, teachers, family, and friends are 
invited to nominate a deserving child to 
win a bike from Charles Boyk Law Offices. 
Visit our website or bikesforkidstoledo.org 
and tell us why your nominee deserves a 
free bike. 

Boyk Law has given away more than 
165 bikes, and we will select 10 more 
remarkable kids from all the nominations 
to receive a brand-new bike this summer.

Boyk Law is honored to continue our 
partnership with Wersell’s, Toledo’s oldest 
bike shop, for the 17th year in a row. Each 
bike is custom-fitted by Jill Wersell, who 
generously provides helmets and bike locks 
for all our Bikes for Kids winners. “We’re 
thrilled to collaborate with Chuck Boyk on 
Bikes for Kids!” says Jill Wersell. “This is a 
great opportunity to recognize and reward 

some excellent and deserving children. We 
look forward to it every year.”

“We created Bikes for Kids to honor the 
incredible kids in northwest Ohio who rise 
above challenges 
and selflessly serve 
others,” says 
Chuck Boyk. “We 
look forward to 
meeting our next 
group of  Bikes for 
Kids winners.”

Bruno v. Robot
Over the course of  the past 42 years as a 
practicing lawyer, I’ve done my fair share 
of  suing. I’ve sued people who crashed into 
and injured my clients. I’ve sued insurance 
companies in order to set fair value on 
claims. I’ve sued cities and counties, a 
rok-out facility, car dealerships, repair 
facilities, trucking companies, restaurants, 
nail spas, railroads, and more than once, 
the local amusement park. 

Now, I feel it’s time to take my practice to 
the next level. I’m getting ready to sue a 
robot. 

It’s not personal. I like people. I still sue 
them. I sometimes eat at McDonald’s. I still 
sue them. I previously defended insurance 
companies. I will continue to sue insurance 
companies. I have nothing against robots.

In fact, one of  my earliest memories was 
finding a robot named ”Mr. Machine” 
under the Christmas Tree. Other toys have 
come and gone. I no longer have Erector 
sets, Lincoln Logs, G.I. Joe, or Hot Wheel 
cars. I still have Mr. Machine. 

The current case against the robot centers 
on an incident that occurred on campus at 
Bowling Green State University. Our client 
finished her shift in Food Services and was 
walking on a sidewalk on her way to the 
parking lot, something she’d managed to 
do safely over the past 12 years on the job.

November 5, 2024, was different. On that 
day, unbeknownst to the client, she was 
being followed. And the trailing droid was 
going faster than our client, in fact, so fast 
that he/she/it collided into the back of  our 

client’s knees, taking her down and causing 
her to suffer multiple injuries, including a hand 
fracture. 

The client retained us to assist with her 
workers’ compensation claim. But we are 
not stopping there. We are also actively 
pursuing a case against the robot and his/her/
its enablers. And we have retained the services 
of  an expert who knows all about robots. You 
guessed it, Mr. Machine. 

Sylvania Northview Girls’ 
Lacrosse Team Win First Game
The Sylvania Northview High School Girls’ Lacrosse 
team won their first game against Central Catholic 
10-2. On their way to victory, the Lady Kats became 
the first team in Ohio to require their players to 
wear helmets.  

High School girls’ lacrosse features less contact 
than the boys’ version, but head injuries and 
concussions are still common. Sylvania Northview 
had multiple players sit out games in 2024 due to 
concussions. 

Charles Boyk Law Offices purchased helmets to 
protect the Sylvania Northview High School Girls’ 
Lacrosse team. Although girl’s high school lacrosse 
is one of the fastest-growing sports in the United 
States, helmets are not mandated for girls in Ohio.

Miranda Price is Northview’s assistant coach and 
also a paralegal at Charles Boyk Law Offices. “Last 
season we had six concussions and one of them put 
the girl out for the whole season,” says Miranda. 
“So, we’ve been looking for ways to have this game 
be safer.”

She told Chuck Boyk 
of their plan to require 
helmets for their play-
ers, and he offered to 
buy them for the entire 
team. 

“Head injuries are very 
serious. I hope these 
helmets will inspire 
other teams to take 
steps to enhance player 
safety,” says Chuck 
Boyk.
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The Best Law Staff in Toledo celebrated with the other City 
Paper “Best of  Toledo” winners at a Rock-n-Roll themed 
event on April 4, 2025. This is the second year in a row that 
Charles Boyk Law Offices was recognized by readers of  the 
Toledo City Paper as the Best Lawyer for 2024. 

Chuck Boyk lead an en-
tourage of  Rockin’ Party 
Animals from Boyk Law to 
the annual celebration.  It 
truly was an amazing night of  
laughter, great company and 
a room filled with some of  
the most inspiring people in 
our community!

THANK YOU Toledo for 
voting Charles Boyk Law 
Best Attorney in the Toledo 
City Paper’s Best of  Toledo 
contest!

Winning Best Lawyer
in Toledo Rocks!

May’s Raving
Fan of the Month
“The people at this firm have been 
nothing but amazing for the last 2 
years of  our journey together. 
I had so many questions and 
concerns after the accident , they 
have held my hand every step of  the 
way from medical bills and doctors 
to rental cars and body shop 
issues , and fought so hard to get 
everything done and keep things 
flowing smoothly. They have even 
sent my son birthday cards for both 
of his birthdays…now that is above 
and beyond.  I really don’t know 
why you would choose anybody else 
to help you along the way, Thank 
you to the entire team” - Brendan F. 

Have a positive review to share? Go to 
boykreviews.com to tell us about your 
experience!

Steve Kiessling, director of Toledo Animal Rescue, the 
area’s oldest no-kill shelter, joined Attorneys Chuck 
Boyk and Zac Shaffer on the latest episode of the 
Boyk Brief podcast. 

“We bring in animals who need us,” says Kiessling. 
“Whether it’s an owner surrender, a stray animal, 
or the pet of someone down on their luck. If they’re 
injured or sick, we bring them back to health and try 
to find new homes to start the next chapter of their 
life.”

It was founded in 1927 as the Toledo Animal Shelter 
Association. It was the brainchild of an area socialite 
who saw the need for a place to care for stray animals 
until suitable homes could be found for them. In 
2018, the Toledo Animal Shelter Association changed 
its name to Toledo Animal Rescue, but their primary 
mission remains helping animals find new homes. 

Toledo Animal Rescue is located in a neighborhood 
near the intersection of Airport Hwy. and Byrne Road. 
The organization has been there since the 1930s, 
although the surrounding area has changed greatly 
in the past 90 years. “The building has been 
renovated over years, but it’s a great space,” says 
Steve Kiessling. “We have an acre and a half and a 
small house that is ours as well. 

The animals predominately come from Lucas, Wood, 
and the surrounding counties.  “We do transfer 
animals in occasionally, if we have space,” says 
Steve. “Because we try to help out other 

Toledo Animal Rescue Director
Visits Boyk Brief Podcast

organizations with dogs. We never have a shortage 
of cats.”

Unfortunately, the shelter gets far more requests for 
assistance than they have space available. “We’re 
typically working off a waiting list,” he says. “But as 
we get animals adopted out, we bring new ones in.”

Toledo Animal Rescue can’t accept every animal and 
is especially selective when it comes to aggressive 
dogs. “If they have a bite history, they’re just not 
adoptable, and so we’re not the appropriate place 
for them,” he said.  “We can’t, legally and with good 
conscience, put a dog in a household that we know 
has a bite history or has possession and food 
aggression where someone could get hurt.”  

When their animals need medical care, “We have a 
wonderful vet,” says Steve Kiessling. “He’s on our 
board, but he comes in once a week and provides our 
vet care.” They also partner with other shelters and 
clinics to handle blood tests and surgeries. 

The shelter has also expanded its services to help 
the community, including running a Pet Food Pantry. 
“I believe that no one should go hungry, and neither 
should their pets,” says Director Kiessling. “Folks 
would donate food to us,” he explained, “we couldn’t 
use it because it wasn’t the brands of food we 
typically use. We like to be consistent with what we 
feed the animals because it’s better for their health.” 

The shelter started giving a lot of excess food to area 
food pantries and shared it with other smaller animal 

rescues. “But then we start getting people calling us, 
looking for pet food,” says Steve.  “So, we decided to 
establish a pet food pantry. We started it in the spring 
of 2024, and since then, we’ve given away about 3000 
pounds of dry food and more than 1000 cans of wet 
food. We’ve helped over 250 families and about 400 
animals during the past year. We’re trying to keep these 
animals in the home. We don’t want people to face that 
difficult choice of feeding themselves, their kids, or 
their pets.”

For anyone looking to adopt a pet, Toledo Animal 
Rescue posts available animals on their website. “We 
have a dog page and a cat page,” says Kiessling. “We 
are also on Pet Finder, so people searching there can 
find the animals we have available to adopt. We also 
post a lot on Facebook, especially special need cases, 
or some of our long stay animals”. 

“Our website address is www.toledoanimalrescue.org.  
You can find all of our applications on there, to Foster, 
volunteer and adopt animals.” The shelter’s phone 
number is 419-382-1130, and they can be reached by 
email at info@toledoanimalrescu.org 

Episode 56 of the Boyk Brief is available on Spotify, 
iHeart, Apple, Amazon, or wherever you get your 
podcasts. A video version is viewable on our YouTube 
channel, youtu.be/urWsQVhhwVc. 

All episodes of the Boyk Brief podcast are also 
available on our website, at www.charlesboyk-law.
com/the-boyk-brief-podcast

Goodbye to a Well-Loved Dog
It is with great sadness that we mourn the 
passing of one of our Pawyers. Boo-Boo 
was Boston Terrier-Pug mix and the faithful 
companion of Paralegal Becky Casteels.  He 
crossed the rainbow bridge recently at the 
age of 15. Boo-Boo worked from home in 
his later years but once delighted the staff 
and clients in the office with his unparalleled 
tolerance of holiday costumes. He was a 
good dog and will be missed. 




