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Important Safety Update for Depo-Provera Users
There’s new research that patients who have used 
Depo-Provera for birth control should know about. A major 
safety study published in February 2025—called the Frey 
study—found that women who used Depo-Provera for more 
than one year had a 3.55 times higher risk of developing a 
type of brain tumor called a meningioma. The longer the use, 
the higher the risk.

What Is Depo-Provera?
Depo-Provera is a birth control shot that’s given every three 
months. It contains a hormone called medroxyprogesterone 
acetate, which prevents pregnancy. It’s been FDA-approved 
since 1992 and is popular because it’s convenient—no daily 
pills to remember.

How Many Women Use It?
In the U.S., nearly 1 in 4 women of reproductive age (15–49) 
have used Depo-Provera at some point. That’s millions of 
women. Among Black women, usage is even higher—over 
41% have used it.

What Are Meningiomas?
Meningiomas are tumors that form on the lining of the brain 
and spinal cord. Most are non-cancerous, but they can still 
cause serious problems like:

■  Headaches
■  Seizures
■  Vision or hearing issues
■  Stroke-like symptoms

What’s Being Done?
Because of the growing number of cases, lawsuits have been 
filed by women who developed meningiomas after using 
Depo-Provera. In February 2025, these lawsuits were 
combined into a multidistrict litigation (MDL) in federal court 
in Florida, overseen by Judge M. Casey Rogers.

If patients used 
Depo-Provera and are 
experiencing symptoms 
like persistent headaches, 
vision changes, or 

seizures, it’s important to talk to their doctor. Our firm is 
actively investigating cases involving Depo-Provera use 
for at least one year where the user later su�ered a 
cerebral or spinal meningioma.  If you have a potential 
case you would like to refer to us, contact our o�ce. 

Arlene Singer is a 
retired judge who, most 
recently, sat on Ohio’s 
6th District Court of 
Appeals. 

Her journey to the 
appellate bench is an 
example of persistence 
and tenacity. 

She grew up near 
Toledo’s Old West End 
until her parents moved 
to West Toledo. She 

graduated from Start High School and continued her education at 
the University of Toledo, and graduated in 1972 with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science.

Arlene’s next stop was law school.  Growing up, she admits, “Being 
a lawyer was always in the back of my mind.“

At this point, Arlene was married with two young children. Ever 
the multitasker, she enrolled in UT’s College of Law as a part-time 
evening student. Her ability to navigate family obligations and 
her studies would serve her well over the years. She also enjoyed 
the camaraderie with her fellow classmates, including Betty 
Montgomery, Judy Lanzinger, Lynn Schaefer, and Julia Casey.

Arlene graduated from law school in 1976 and passed the bar the 
same year. She joined Nina Sherman and was engaged in a general 
law practice in Jerusalem Township for 2 years. She then joined Jim 
Gaynor and Ed Kevern in their Westgate o�ce. 

Later law a�liations included Joe Alotta, Larry Farley, Lou Koun-
touris, Chuck Sallah, Frank Pertz, Joe Solomon, Karen Novak, Mo 
Shousher, and Alan Konop, a virtual who’s who of Toledo lawyers. 

Apparently, Arlene wasn’t satisfied with just practicing law. So 
she directed her attention to running for political o�ce. And run 
she did. All told, Arlene Singer has been involved in 10 di�erent 
elections. Five of those were contested. 

I can attest to Arlene’s work ethic and drive. 
She was at every Democratic Party Pancake 

Breakfast I attended. Harder 
to understand is how she 
remained the same size despite 
consuming all those pancakes. 
Small in stature, maybe, but a 
towering force in the political 
arena. 

She served in the Ohio House 
of Representatives in 1987 and 
1988.

In 1991, Arlene was appointed 
by Governor Richard Celeste 
to serve as a judge on the Toledo Municipal Court. She continued 
in that capacity for 10 years. Arlene ran for an appellate seat and 
was elected as a judge in Ohio’s 6th District Court of Appeals in 
2002. She served 3 terms as an appellate judge over the course 
of 18 years. 

I asked Arlene what she enjoyed most about the Court of Appeals. 
She indicated it was more of a thinking experience. It reminded her 
of law school, but “I was able to grade my own papers.”

Earlier, while a municipal court judge, Arlene utilized her people 
skills. She recalled a matter involving a female defendant travelling 
from Appalachia to Michigan with a load of aluminum cans. The 
defendant’s appearance is what initially caught Arlene’s attention. 
The accused came to court wearing a “prom dress” that may have 
fit 20 years earlier. When Judge Singer addressed the defendant 
about her obvious nerves, the defendant admitted that she had 
never talked to a judge before. The defendant then added, “I’ve 
talked to the FBI before, because I’m Italian.”

Other notable accomplishments include her 9 years on the State 
Board of Grievances and Discipline, her two assignments of sitting 
on the Ohio Supreme Court, and her involvement in the Toledo 
Women Lawyers History Project, which recognizes women lawyers, 
particularly the pioneers and early women attorneys. 

I have a feeling that future participants in the Toledo Women 
Lawyers History Project will look back favorably on Arlene Singer. 
She has served our community so well for many years. 

Profile of Arlene Singer by Mike Bruno

Arlene Singer when she
served in the Ohio House of 
Representatives



Co-Counsel Opportunities 
Whether you have an injury case that is outside your core practice area, a case 
you do not have time or the resources to pursue on your own, or a case outside 
your geographic area, our firm would love to talk with you about a referral or being 
associated as co-counsel.

We are proud to work with co-counsel throughout the country.  And when 
those cases resolve, we are honored to pay significant referral and 
co-counsel fees.

For more information about Co-Counsel Opportunities, contact Charles E Boyk Law 
Offices, by phone at 419-241-1395, email at referceb@charlesboyk-law.com  or visit 

our website, www.charlesboyk-law.com/referral

ABOUT THE CO-COUNSEL NEWSLETTER
Charles Boyk Law was founded more than 20 years ago with the intent of helping 
people in need.  Behind a team of outstanding lawyers, professional support staff, and 
state-of-the-art technology, our firm has grown to become one of the leading personal 
injury law firms in NW Ohio and SE Michigan. 

We consider it an honor to be contacted by attorneys, both locally and across the U.S., 
who are seeking co-counsel to help litigate complex personal injury cases.  It is an even 
greater honor when those attorneys refer us a case involving their loved ones or friends.

Our co-counsel newsletter is tailored to attorneys.  It highlights examples of cases we 
are handling and provides updates on litigation. If you have a personal injury case you 
are looking to refer, we invite you to consider our firm. Our team of attorneys and 
professional staff have the experience, knowledge and resources to provide your clients 
with the best representation and maximize the recovery.
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“insured.” In this case the plainti� had insurance on the 
“sold car” but not on the “new car.”

I presented the problem to our superstar law clerk 
Angela Hanna. The first attorney, the winner of dozens 
of multi million dollar verdicts and settlements, could 
not find a viable claim. I instructed Angela to figure out 
an exception to the law and at least some argument we 
could make in good faith. A few days later Angela came 
to my o�ce with a huge smile. She found a 2004 
Michigan Court of Appeals case that created an 
exception to pursue a Michigan noneconomic damage 
claim if the plainti� was a nonresident of Michigan.

We presented a memo (Angela’s work product)  to the 
tortfeasor’s insurance carrier and they grudgingly 
accepted that we were presenting a viable claim.  We 
went through 4 di�erent insurance policies and finally 
concluded that only 1 of the policies covered the crash.  
Though the settlement was inadequate, we were able to 
recover the $250,000 policy limits for our client.

The learning lesson is: 1) Never give up until you have 
exhausted all possible legal research, and 2) Hire a law 
clerk who is smarter than you.  

Finding Insurance Coverage When Attorney #1 Gave Up by Chuck Boyk 

In August 2024 an attorney friend put me in touch 
with his corporate client.  The corporate client was 
concerned that his friend/former employee, an Ohio 
resident, was injured in a catastrophic injury crash 
in Michigan.  The injured person was unconscious 
and on a vent in a Toledo hospital.  She had been 
hospitalized for weeks.  I was put in touch with the 
injured person’s mother who was handling the 
situation.  The mother informed me that she had 

hired a very prominent Michigan attorney who was 
handling the case.  It turned out  that the mother was 
my  old high school classmate and I wished her and her 
daughter good luck.

Several months later the mother texted me and 
requested I call her.  The Michigan attorney had 
terminated his representation because of  “an insurance 
issue” that prevented the client from pursuing a 
personal injury claim in Michigan.  I o�ered to take the 
case and get a definitive answer on whether a claim 
could be presented under Michigan law.

The facts were clear.  The “corporate” defendant 
rearended the plainti�’s car going 75 miles per hour.  
The client ended up being hospitalized for over 6 
months, su�ered  numerous serious injuries, multiple 
surgeries, and the issue was whether she would ever 
walk again.  The “problem” was that the plainti� had 
sold her first car several years ago.  She obtained a new 
car and never told her insurance agent.  She continued 
to “insure” the sold car.  Michigan has a statute that 
denies a plainti� the right to pursue a personal injury 
claim unless the vehicle owned in the crash was 

Law Clerk Angela Hanna

seemingly learns how you write and adapts over 
continued use.

It o�ers the ability to rewrite text, proofread, and 
summarize text, among other options. In addition, it 
also o�ers transcription and format alterations, like 
creating outlines or lists based on data input. 
Essentially, it is an AI tool that adapts to the user to 
create a more personalized result. Whether you have 
to summarize a case or want a quick, bullet-pointed 
list of the arguments made in opposing counsel’s 
motion, Apple AI can nearly do it all.

Now, while Apple AI has clear benefits and the 
capacity to grow, it is not without its setbacks. 
Specifically, the clash of operating systems that has 
plagued society between Apple products and 
non-Apple products continues to run rampant. 
Whether it is a green text message in a sea of blue 
messages or enduring the formatting headaches 
between MacOS and Windows, you have likely 

Apple technology is a cornerstone of the 
modern world. From the introduction of the 
iMac in 1997 to the iPhone in 2007, Apple has 
always been one of the premiere technology 
companies. So it stands to reason that when 
Apple released Apple AI, in October 2024, 
there would be no exception. Like other AI 
software, Apple AI has numerous benefits that 
can truly help your business grow and succeed. 
Compared to past software that I have 
reviewed, Apple AI definitely stands apart.

One of the most beneficial aspects of Apple AI 
is its ability to seemingly learn and grow based 
on its user. Numerous AI software choices 
boast their ability to summarize information, 
assist with drafting and writing, and promote 
e�ciency. However, in my opinion, Apple AI 
o�ers a more personalized experience while 
doing the same actions. For example, much 
like Siri or similar phone “assistants”, Apple AI 

experienced some form of compatibility issues 
between operating systems. Apple AI, despite 
all of the good, will still run into these types of 
issues.

While compatibility issues may arise, one of the 
biggest benefits of Apple AI is the cost. Unlike 
other options, Apple AI in included in your 
iOS/MacOS system. While I am in no way 
stating that Apple products are inexpensive, if 
you already have an Apple device, Apple AI is 
by far one of the more useful artificial 
intelligence software on the market. 

Apple AI by Zac Sha�er

Part of the lifestyle of a lawyer is to attend seminars and continuing legal education in other cities.  Sometimes you go 
for the subject matter of the seminar.  Other times, it is an excuse to visit the city.  My past experience is that 
sometimes I have a great experience and other times the seminar is a disappointment.

I now make a plan before attending a seminar to try and maximize my chance of a great experience. Here is my system:
■  If possible, I obtain a list of speakers, vendors, seminar topics, and attendees in advance.  Based on a review 
     of that information I set my goals for success.
■  Setting goals. I think about what would a “perfect” result look like for me.  Which people at the seminar do I 
     want to connect with?  Are there  specific vendors that may help me solve a problem?  What referral sources 
     would I like to connect with?  Which seminar topics are of the most value?  Do I have a connection to 
     someone who is friends with the people I want to meet?
■  In advance of the seminar I make phone calls or send emails to set appointments with specific vendors, set 
     dinner with old friends and new people I want to meet.
■  At the seminar I make it a point to sit at tables of people I do not know and try to introduce myself, ask them 
     about their law practice and families, and exchange contact information.  
■  While at the seminar I try to get there early, “be present,” and meet as many new people as possible.
■  After the seminar I try to reconnect with as many people as possible through a follow up email, following 
     them on Linkedln, and adding them to my newsletter list.

Meeting new people is enjoyable from both a social and business perspective.   If I don’t know how to solve a problem I 
know someone else who can help me on that issue.   Setting goals, making a plan, and working the plan can help you 
maximize success of your next seminar.

The Columbus Bar Association is hosting an 
interactive webinar to assist with deaf clients. 
According to the course description, Deaf 
individuals using the legal system are entitled to 
equal access to the courts. How can practitioners 
and court partners best coordinate to engage 
American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters when 
needed? The discussion will focus on laws and 
rules pertaining to the use of ASL interpreters, 
how to choose the right kind of sign language 
interpreter for your meeting or hearing, and best 
practices for working with interpreters and court 
partners to make the experience seamless and 
e�ective for deaf clients.

Interactive Webinar on Securing ASL
Interpreters for Courts & Client Meetings

Program objectives: 
■  Explain the legal obligations to
     accommodate Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
     individuals in the court system.
■  Recognize the di�erent qualifications for 
     interpreters, and which interpreter is 
     appropriate for various circumstances.
■  Learn best practices for coordinating with 
     court, legal, and community partners to 
     ensure e�ective access for Deaf and Hard 
     of Hearing individuals.

The webinar will feature Bruno G. Romero - 
Manager of the Language Services Section at 
the Supreme Court of Ohio, Rose Larson - 
Executive Director, Deaf World Against Violence 
Everywhere (DWAVE), and Stephanie Smith 
Bowman –Executive Director, DeafPhoenix.

Beyond Words: Securing ASL Interpreters for 
Courts and Client Meetings will take place on 
Thu, July 24, 2025, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM. 

You can register for the interactive webinar
through the Toledo Bar Association’s website:
www.toledobar.org/?pg=events&eid=303672&evAction=regV2

Making The Next Seminar You Attend A Raving Success by Chuck Boyk 
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always been one of the premiere technology 
companies. So it stands to reason that when 
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there would be no exception. Like other AI 
software, Apple AI has numerous benefits that 
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by far one of the more useful artificial 
intelligence software on the market. 

Apple AI by Zac Sha�er
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Important Safety Update for Depo-Provera Users
There’s new research that patients who have used 
Depo-Provera for birth control should know about. A major 
safety study published in February 2025—called the Frey 
study—found that women who used Depo-Provera for more 
than one year had a 3.55 times higher risk of developing a 
type of brain tumor called a meningioma. The longer the use, 
the higher the risk.

What Is Depo-Provera?
Depo-Provera is a birth control shot that’s given every three 
months. It contains a hormone called medroxyprogesterone 
acetate, which prevents pregnancy. It’s been FDA-approved 
since 1992 and is popular because it’s convenient—no daily 
pills to remember.

How Many Women Use It?
In the U.S., nearly 1 in 4 women of reproductive age (15–49) 
have used Depo-Provera at some point. That’s millions of 
women. Among Black women, usage is even higher—over 
41% have used it.

What Are Meningiomas?
Meningiomas are tumors that form on the lining of the brain 
and spinal cord. Most are non-cancerous, but they can still 
cause serious problems like:

■  Headaches
■  Seizures
■  Vision or hearing issues
■  Stroke-like symptoms

What’s Being Done?
Because of the growing number of cases, lawsuits have been 
filed by women who developed meningiomas after using 
Depo-Provera. In February 2025, these lawsuits were 
combined into a multidistrict litigation (MDL) in federal court 
in Florida, overseen by Judge M. Casey Rogers.

If patients used 
Depo-Provera and are 
experiencing symptoms 
like persistent headaches, 
vision changes, or 

seizures, it’s important to talk to their doctor. Our firm is 
actively investigating cases involving Depo-Provera use 
for at least one year where the user later su�ered a 
cerebral or spinal meningioma.  If you have a potential 
case you would like to refer to us, contact our o�ce. 

Arlene Singer is a 
retired judge who, most 
recently, sat on Ohio’s 
6th District Court of 
Appeals. 

Her journey to the 
appellate bench is an 
example of persistence 
and tenacity. 

She grew up near 
Toledo’s Old West End 
until her parents moved 
to West Toledo. She 

graduated from Start High School and continued her education at 
the University of Toledo, and graduated in 1972 with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science.

Arlene’s next stop was law school.  Growing up, she admits, “being 
a lawyer was always in the back of my mind.“

At this point, Arlene was married with two young children. Ever 
the multitasker, she enrolled in UT’s College of Law as a part-time 
evening student. Her ability to navigate family obligations and 
her studies would serve her well over the years. She also enjoyed 
the camaraderie with her fellow classmates, including Betty 
Montgomery, Judy Lanzinger, Lynn Schaefer, and Julia Casey.

Arlene graduated from law school in 1976 and passed the bar the 
same year. She joined Nina Sherman and was engaged in a general 
law practice in Jerusalem Township for 2 years. She then joined Jim 
Gaynor and Ed Kevern in their Westgate o�ce. 

Later law a�liations included Joe Alotta, Larry Farley, Lou Koun-
touris, Chuck Sallah, Frank Pertz, Joe Solomon, Karen Novak, Mo 
Shousher, and Alan Konop, a virtual who’s who of Toledo lawyers. 

Apparently, Arlene wasn’t satisfied with just practicing law. So 
she directed her attention to running for political o�ce. And run 
she did. All told, Arlene Singer has been involved in 10 di�erent 
elections. Five of those were contested. 

I can attest to Arlene’s work ethic and drive. 
She was at every Democratic Party Pancake 

Breakfast I attended. Harder 
to understand is how she 
remained the same size despite 
consuming all those pancakes. 
Small in stature, maybe, but a 
towering force in the political 
arena. 

She served in the Ohio House 
of Representatives in 1987 and 
1988.

In 1991, Arlene was appointed 
by Governor Richard Celeste 
to serve as a judge on the Toledo Municipal Court. She continued 
in that capacity for 10 years. Arlene ran for an appellate seat and 
was elected as a judge in Ohio’s 6th District Court of Appeals in 
2002. She served 3 terms as an appellate judge over the course 
of 18 years. 

I asked Arlene what she enjoyed most about the Court of Appeals. 
She indicated it was more of a thinking experience. It reminded her 
of law school, but “I was able to grade my own papers.”

Earlier, while a municipal court judge, Arlene utilized her people 
skills. She recalled a matter involving a female defendant travelling 
from Appalachia to Michigan with a load of aluminum cans. The 
defendant’s appearance is what initially caught Arlene’s attention. 
The accused came to court wearing a “prom dress” that may have 
fit 20 years earlier. When Judge Singer addressed the defendant 
about her obvious nerves, the defendant admitted that she had 
never talked to a judge before. The defendant then added, “I’ve 
talked to the FBI before, because I’m Italian.”

Other notable accomplishments include her 9 years on the State 
Board of Grievances and Discipline, her two assignments of sitting 
on the Ohio Supreme Court, and her involvement in the Toledo 
Women Lawyers History Project, which recognizes women lawyers, 
particularly the pioneers and early women attorneys. 

I have a feeling that future participants in the Toledo Women 
Lawyers History Project will look back favorably on Arlene Singer. 
She has served our community so well for many years. 

Profile of Arlene Singer by Mike Bruno

Arlene Singer when she
served in the House of 
Representatives




