A Newsletter by Attorneys, For Attorneys

Public Notaries have existed in Ohio law since the 1800s. While
laws and regulations changed, the process mostly remained the
same: meet someone in person, verify their identity, and notarize
their form(s). While straightforward, as we all know, nothing is
ever this simple. From trying to schedule appointments with
clients, witnesses, or individuals to geographical limitations, we
have all experienced frustrations with the process (especially in a
post-COVID world where personal interactions have significantly
decreased). Electronic notarizations have entered the picture to
combat this.

Electronic notarization, referred to as Remote Online Notarization
(RON), is a process that provides the ability to notarize
documents through Zoom-esque software. Leading the pack,
Virgina, first passed a law in 2011 permitting RONs. While many
states (15) passed laws prior to COVID permitting RONs, 23 other
states only adopted these laws following the global pandemic. As
states continue to update these laws to match the growing
technological industry, Ohio has allowed RONSs since September
20, 2019.

While RONs have increased the reach of and access to notaries, it
is important to understand the requirements and procedures for
RONs. As a RON myself, | am a steadfast proponent of electronic
notarizations. From witnesses on cases residing hours away to
clients who work 9-5's, obtaining my RON certification has vastly
improved my ability to advocate for my clients. But, if you are
thinking about obtaining your RON credentials, here are
important facts that you need to know.

You need to be certified as a traditional notary before

becoming a RON.

As an attorney, your notary credentials do not expire as

long as you are in good standing with the Ohio Bar.

However, RON credentials do expire for everyone. Be

sure to know when you need to renew your license.

' You must obtain a RON platform

that is approved by the State of
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Ohio. There are numerous options available to serve
Yyour individual or firm needs. Be sure to research each
platform and determine the best option. One
important (and other than user-interface, arguably the
most important) factor to consider is the frequency of
which you will use the platform. Nearly every approved
platform has a base cost, as well as a fee per
notarization. Most even provide the option to have one
of their company notaries to utilize.

Personally, | chose Blue Notary. Blue Notary has a
lower subscription cost and is better suited for those
who may only need to use their RON credentials once
or twice per month.

Per Ohio law, a RON document is legally the same as
an original document.

RON platforms have a more in-depth verification
process and are commonly deemed more reliable as
the signer must not only provide an ID, but also verify
their identity through other means. One common
method is KBD or “knowledge based authentication”,
This is similar to government verification processes
asking questions like “which of the following
addresses have you lived at?” or “which of the
following employers have you worked for?” Due to this
extra protection, the process is much more secure and
you can trust the authenticity of the document.

ey Remote online notarizations can
iy '...I. F 5 truly transform your practice and
e reduce the hassle of scheduling

conflicts as well as allow you to
readily and easily assist your
clients. While it can be expensive
based on your needs, | highly
recommend looking into becoming
a remote-online notary as the
benefits are potentially limitless.
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The Monumental Legal Gareer of Jude Aubry e

Jude Aubry is worthy
of consideration for
Toledo's Mount
Rushmore of family
law attorneys. The
problem is that he
keeps on practicing
law at a high level
into his eighties. The
Sculptor will go

was the school listed the candidate as Judy Aubry. To
correct this, Jude had to navigate the bureaucratic College
system where, ultimately, Thomas Moyer, (yes the same
Thomas Moyer who would later preside as Ohio Supreme
Court chief justice), ruled in his favor. Unfortunately,
although the battle was won, the war was lost. Neither
Jude nor Judy Aubrey was electable.

Jude returned home after graduating from OSU and
enrolled in Toledo's law school. He worked during law

1 il ; T L J about his businessif  school as an insurance adjuster for Allstate and Buckeye
L £ m and when Jude ever ~ Union.
i i stops advocating for
JudeAubry | =1 1 hisclients. After graduating from law school and passing the Ohio bar,

Jude joined Gene Winchester and Andy Douglas in the
general practice of law for 7 years. Besides sharpening his
political skills, Jude shared his amazement at how W & D
ran their law practice, especially the Monday and Tuesday
shifts at their East Toledo office, where clients lined up
outside.

| caught up with Jude over lunch recently.

Jude's Early Childhood was spent living in the Franklin
Avenue area. He attended St Mary's Elementary until
his parents' divorce during seventh grade. Things
changed as his Mom moved the family to West Toledo
and Jude found himself in a new school, Blessed
Sacrament, starting the 8th grade.

Following his Winchester and Douglas years, Jude
associated with Jim Gaynor and Bill Meyer in the Spitzer
Building. His practice was increasingly focused on family
law, helping clients navigate custody cases, divorces,
dissolutions, parental rights, and prenuptial agreements.
He has continued this remarkable Journey for close to 60
years and still maintains the highest peer-reviewed ratings
and distinctions,

He survived eighth grade and attended Central
Catholic High School, where he graduated in 1958.

Jude's desire was to go away to college. Finding
scholarships was a challenge. He found a way to get
into Ohio State but had to enroll in the dairy
technology program. That lasted one quarter. | asked Jude if his age was a problem, thinking some of his
clients are several generations younger. His response: “|
remind them that | went through divorce as a child and

went through a divorce myself. Who do you want? Some

During college, Jude tested the political waters,
running for office as a sophomore. The only problem

youngster or an attorney who knows all the tricks of the
trade?”

Memorable cases include one that reached the Ohio
Supreme Court. During the oral argument, a certain
justice, Andy Douglas, was peppering Jude's opponent
with questions from the moment he stood up until he sat
down, After the decision was released, (Jude’s client won),
the still shell-shocked opposing counsel maintained that
Jude had somehow orchestrated the result by virtue of his
earlier association with Andy Douglas.

Over the years, Jude has always practiced within a few
minutes walk of the family court. He has been with Legal
Associates for a couple of decades. He enjoys the
camaraderie of being part of a group, but also the
autonomy of running his own practice.

Is there a Jude Aubry outside of the law practice? Thatis a
fair question for a guy who still works Saturday mornings.
The answer is “yes.” After all, he gets to come home to
Mrs. Aubry, the fabulous Susan Martin, who ran a tight
ship at the Toledo Bar Association a few years back.

He has the fitness routine of a 25-year-old: Two times a
week in spin class, and two times a week in strength
training. And just when you think there aren't enough
hours in the day, Jude still finds the time to meet his
weekly breakfast group, which includes Chris Parker,
George Gusses, Greg Arnold, and Ted Tucker.

Jude Aubry: that rare combination of grit, enduring
excellence, and empathy!

Boyk Law Has the Experience, Support, & Resources Your Case Needs by chuck soyk

Charles E. Boyk Law Offices is one of the leading
personal injury law firms in the region, with 11
office locations in NW Ohio. When you have a
personal injury case you need to refer, we invite
you to consider our firm. Our team of attorneys and
professional legal staff have the experience,
knowledge, and resources to provide your clients
with the best representation to maximize their
recovery.

When I'm trying to make a decision about referring a
case to another attorney, my major concerns are:
Is this attorney good and are they going to do a
good job for my client?
Are they going to call the client and keep them
informed? Are they going to keep me informed
about the case?
Are they going to pay me an ethical referral fee?

Our office gets calls daily, from clients with cases
outside of our practice specialty; probate, criminal,
estate, landlord-tenant, among others. We are alwa
looking for qualified partners to whom we can refer
these high-quality cases. We are looking for attorneys
with the same commitment to excellent customer
service.

We handle a wide variety of personal injury cases,
including auto, motorcycle, pedestrian/bicycle,
slip and fall, premises liability, dog bite,

wrongful death, minor settlement, and worker’s
compensation. We accept product liability and
mass tort cases and are committed to representing
victims and survivors of sexual assault and abuse
and providing assistance to other attorneys and
firms litigating these cases.

If you have a client/case to refer, or want to be
considered for co-counsel opportunities, we ask you to

consider our firm. Contact our office at 419-241-1395
or visit our website www.charlesboyk-law.com/referral
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Otter.Al: Tech Allows You to Listen & Engage While It Takes Notes

In recent editions, we introduced you all to new Al
technology and the pros and cons of using them. From
Tavrn, which helps generate medical reviews to ChatGPT
assisting you in day-to-day tasks, Al serves to reduce
your workload and free up the most valuable resource

of all: Time. One of the most prominent and publicly
accessible forms of Al is speech-to-text.

This type of
Altechnology
has been
around for
years, from
Google Assis-
tant to Siri, we
all have likely
used this tool
to send a text message, set an alarm, or play music.
Even before this technology advancement was at our
fingertips, software like Dragon Dictate was around to
transcribe our beautiful voices into words in a matter of
minutes. But, as the world continues to advance, so do
the tools that we rely on. One of the better Al tools for
the office I have found incredibly useful is Otter.Al.

Ol

Otter.ai

Otter.Al is a speech-to-text software that can transcribe,
and even summarize, recordings into numerous formats.
But, what sets this software apart from the rest, is the
accuracy and intuitiveness of its transcriptions. Otter.Al

has an intuitive, user-friendly interface and summarizes
information in an incredibly useful way. Not only will
Otter.Al provide a general summary of the transcription,
but also creates a bullet point outline of the information.
This type of Al has boundless applications from
transcribing audio and visual recordings of meetings,
classes, evidentiary videos, and even personal voice
memos (if you are like this writer who talks to himself to
brainstorm ideas and thoughts).

One of the best personal experiences | have had using
this tool was when | was preparing for an oral argument.
Like most, | prepare for my hearings by arguing my

case in my office, alone and talking to a wall (or in

my backyard, reciting my argument to my dog as he
runs around wondering why | keep using the phrase
open-and-obvious). And, as we all know, nothing truly
helps you fine-tune your argument as a wall judging you
on the number of “ums” and “uhs.” But, unlike my walls,
Otter.Al was not only judgment-free, it also summarized
my argument in a concise thesis paragraph and provided
an outline. In the outline produced, Otter.Al not only
created sections, it accurately identified and separated
each supporting argument in a sentence.

Despite having an outline already created, the outline
generated “Action [tems” based on the outline and
transcript. This was probably the main feature that
“sold” me on this software. These “Action ltems”

appeared to be accurate bullet point summaries of
the assignment of errors. But, upon further review,

it was an Al generated checklist of what | needed

to accomplish through my argument. The less the
technology transcribed on an argument | made,

the longer the action item summary was. This tool
allowed me to focus building the weaker aspects of
my arguments before presenting to a panel of judges.

Now, just like any other Al tool, there are some
transcriptional errors. But, they are to be expected.
When | mumble or talk too quickly, the transcript may
not capture the correct words. But, and hopefully I'm
not alone, this is equivalent to Siri thinking you are
talking to it when you say any word that ends in “ery”.
At least with Otter.Al, it doesn’t automatically record
your speech, you have to initiate or upload a recording
before it starts working!

Otter.Alis truly a hidden gem for those who have

not discovered it. Whether you are too focused on
participating in a meeting to take detailed notes or
need to actively listen to retain information, Otter.Al
can transform your life both professionally and
personally. It is an inexpensive alternative compared
to other similar software on the market. In fact, there
is a free option for those who are interested in testing
it out. Ina world where time is worth more than gold,
this type of technology is priceless.

ABOUT THE CO-COUNSEL NEWSLETTER

Charles Boyk Law was founded more than 20 years ago with the intent of helping
people in need. Behind a team of outstanding lawyers, professional support staff,
and state-of-the-art technology, our firm has grown to become one of the leading
personal injury law firms in NW Ohio and SE Michigan.

Whether you have an injury case that is outside your core practice area, a
case you do not have time or the resources to pursue on your own, or a case
outside your geographic area, our firm would love to talk with you about a
referral or being associated as co-counsel.

We are proud to work with co-counsel throughout the country. And when
those cases resolve, we are honored to pay significant referral and
co-counsel fees.

We consider it an honor to be contacted by attorneys, both locally and across the
U.S., who are seeking co-counsel to help litigate complex personal injury cases. It
is an even greater honor when those attorneys refer us a case involving their loved
ones or friends.

For more information about Co-Counsel Opportunities, contact Charles E Boyk Law
Offices, by phone at 419-241-1395, email at referceb@charlesboyk-law.com or
visit our website, www.charlesboyk-law.com/referral

Our co-counsel newsletter is tailored to attorneys. It highlights examples of cases
we are handling and provides updates on litigation. If you have a personal injury
case you are looking to refer, we invite you to consider our firm. Our team of
attorneys and professional staff have the experience, knowledge and resources to
provide your clients with the best representation and maximize the recovery.
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Boyk Attorney Zac Shaffer Invited fo 0SBA Leadership Academy

Attorney Zac Shaffer
was selected to attend
the Ohio State Bar
Association
Leadership Academy.
The primary goal of this
annual workshop is to
“nurture and

prepare lawyers for
effective leadership in
the OSBA, the profession, and their communities.”

“The Leadership Academy is limited to only 24 lawyers,
who have practiced law between one and 10 years. Only
one participant per firm can be selected. Attorneys
chosen to participate in the 0SBA’s 2025 Leadership
Academy, share a commitment to the goals of the
Academy and have demonstrated interaction with the
legal and civic communities.

Academy participants attend monthly sessions from
January through June 2025. Some sessions are held in

Columbus at the Ohio State Bar Association or the Ohio
Supreme Court and others are hosted via Zoom. The attorneys
earn CLE credit for each session.

Topics for the 2025 Leadership Academy Sessions
include:
W Interacting with diverse speakers.
= Networking with lawyers from across Ohio.
W Discussing issues such as civility, ethics and
professionalism.
® Enhancing skills, including branding, writing and
public speaking.
= Learning about the future of the legal profession.
m Transforming into problem solvers and
effective lawyer leaders.

OSBA Leadership Academy participants also work together
on an annual service project.

Attorney Zac Shaffer says, “l am incredibly honored to be a
part of the Ohio State Bar Association Leadership Academy
Class of 2025. After attending the first two sessions, | am

truly excited for what comes next. This opportunity offers a
chance to develop myself as an attorney, a leader, and a
person.

“As an active member of the Toledo Bar Association, this
experience has allowed me to learn more about the Ohio legal
community as a whole. | have a fresh perspective on how my
local community compares to other bar associations within
Ohio. I plan to use the information and resources from the
academy to continue improving my local community. “

Boyk Law’s Andrea Young attended the Ohio State Bar
Association Leadership Academy in 2022. “It was an
important stepping stone in my career,” she says. “I learned
the value of involvement in legal organizations and how to
effectively participate as a leader. It was inspiring to be
around other like-minded individuals with a common goal to
benefit the legal community. | wish the best for Zac, and hope
he finds this experience as positive as | did.”

For more information on the OSBA Leadership Academy,
visit their website at www.ohiobar.org/about-us/leader-
ship-academy/

Help us stay current by letting us know! Call 419.241.1395 or e-mail marketing@charleshoyk-law.com
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