




Insurance Tips – Agent v. PI Lawyer – Pt 2: 
Umbrella Policies, Collision and Gap Coverages

Personal Injury 
Attorney Chuck Boyk 
and Trevor Trudeau, 
owner of the Coyle 
Insurance agency 
are looking out for 
the best interests 
of their clients. 
Part two of their 
conversation focuses 
on the merits of 
Umbrella Policies, 

Auto damage protection, and Gap Coverage. 

One of my favorite topics is umbrella policies”, says 
Chuck Boyk.  “An umbrella policy is a million dollars, 
or more of coverage that covers you for liability on 
your home, your car, or pretty much any other place 
you could be negligent. I recommend a million dollars 
in uninsured motorist coverage on top of that.  What 
percentage of people have an umbrella policy, Trevor?”

“I think the stats are under 1-2%, especially in Ohio,” 
says Trudeau. “My firm takes a consultative approach, 
so the idea is to understand what their lifestyle is, and 
what their assets are. Depending on where they are in 
their life stage, we want to make sure they’re properly 
protected. If you have a home that’s a large asset, you 
want to make sure that is protected along with your 
auto. For an umbrella liability policy, we’re starting to 
see those pair up a lot more, and so they’ve gone up 
a little bit in price. For an entire year, they’re going to 
cost around $250 - $300. If you add the endorsement 

UTV Accident Causes Serious Injuries 
to Client 
Our client was a passenger in a Polaris UTV. 
There were three people in the vehicle, with 
someone sitting in between the driver and our 
client. They were riding through the woods 
late at night. The owners of  the property left 
overgrown plants in the woods and there were 
no lights on the path. 

The driver missed a bridge that traverses a 
creek. The vehicle fell into the creek, rolling 
onto its top, and injuring our client. Our 
client’s hair got stuck around the UTV and 
she was left face down in the creek. Our 
client was forced to rip out part of  her hair to 
keep from drowning and free herself  from the 
UTV. Williams County Sheriff’s Office came 
to the scene and our client was life-flighted 
to Toledo Hospital with a broken neck. The 
doctors found fractures in two of  her cervical 
vertebrae. She also had an injury in her 
ribs which caused pain when she took deep 
breaths. There was also pain in her elbow, as 
well as dizziness, nausea, vertigo, and anxiety. 

Charles Boyk and his team received a 
call from our client’s husband regarding 
representation. They worked with the client 
to gather information on the accident. We 
are currently investigating the matter while 
also helping the client with treatment and 
insurance.

Mother & Daughter Suffer Broken 
Bones in Auto Accident  
Our clients were traveling northbound on 
State Route 199 approaching Bays Road. 
One of  our clients was driving, with her 
daughter sitting in the passenger seat. At 
the same time, another car was traveling 
southbound on State Route 199 also 
approaching Bays Road. The other car 
began turning left onto Bays Road but failed 
to yield to our client. They struck our client’s 
car. The Wood County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to the scene.

Our injured clients were transported to 
Fostoria Hospital by ambulance. The mother 
suffered a broken leg. She underwent imaging 
in the Emergency Room. She was diagnosed 
with permanent arthritis, depression, and a 
chest injury. Her daughter was also injured, 
having a broken ankle and pain in her knee, 
back, neck, and wrist. 

They contacted Charles Boyk Law Offices 
five days after their accident. Charles Boyk 
and his team got to work helping our clients 
receive the medical treatment necessary. We 
will continue to work on their case to get 
them the fair compensation they deserve. 

Man Severely Injured After Driver Fails 
to Yield
While driving east on Sterns Road in Michigan, 
our client was struck by another car. The other 
driver was driving westbound on Sterns Road 
and was attempting to turn on the entrance 
ramp to US 23 South. They did not yield to 
our client who had the right of  way and struck 
the front of  our client’s car. The Monroe 
County Sherriff’s Office responded to the scene 
and cited the other driver for failure to yield.

Both parties were brought to the hospital by 
ambulance. Our client was evaluated and 
found to have a broken sternum, two broken 
ribs, a partially collapsed lung, and two broken 
vertebrae. He had abrasions on his body. He 
stayed three nights in the ICU. Now, our client 
must use a walker to help him get around. He 
also wears a heart hugger to help keep his chest 
in place.  

Andrea Young and her team are working 
diligently to represent our client. Our firm is 
dedicated to helping our clients receive the 
compensation they deserve and guiding them 
through the process of  settlements. 

for the Uninsured Motorist coverage it is going to be 
an additional $100 to $200 per year depending on the 
company. So maybe like $500 a year total.”

“From my perspective, replied Chuck Boyk, “if you 
are hit by one of the people who has no insurance 
coverage and you have catastrophic injuries, if you 
don’t have the uninsured umbrella policy, you’re going 
to go bankrupt because you’re simply not going to have 
adequate coverage. And for $500 to protect you and 
your family, I think it’s a bargain.”

Trevor Trudeau says, “I completely agree especially if 
you’re going to pay for the umbrella policy, you might as 
well pay for something to protect you too.”

“What about collision coverage on your car?” asked Mr. 
Boyk. “If you have a brand-new car, you need it, but if 
you have an older car it may be more of a question.”  

“I recommend full coverage,” explains Mr. Trudeau. 
“Because the repair or replacement cost is going to 
be way higher than your deductible. Most standard 
deductibles are $500-$1000, and that is a lot easier to 
chew than paying full price to replace your car.” 

“A lot of people that don’t have insurance coverage 
are not good drivers,” replied Chuck Boyk. “If they hit 
you and you don’t have Collision coverage, you get you 
get the thrill of buying a brand-new again car on your 
dime.” 

“Exactly!” answered Trevor Trudeau. “You hope 
everyone’s going to do the right thing, but the hit and 
run-off opportunities… If that happens to you in a 

parking lot, you want to make sure you are adequately 
covered.”

“We agree on that,” says Chuck. “Now, what do you tell 
your clients about Gap coverage?”

“I recommend it, especially for a new vehicle,” says the 
insurance agent. “Say you buy a vehicle for $25,000, 
that’s what your loan amount is. Once you drive the 
vehicle off the lot it depreciates, so now the vehicle is 
only worth 20,000 for fair market value. Gap cover it is 
going to cover that difference between the 25,000 and 
the 20,000.  typically you want to make sure you get Gap 
coverage when you buy a brand new vehicle and have 
it for at least two to three years because that’s when 
it’s actually going to pay out so I recommend anyone 
that has a brand new vehicle to buy it or buy from the 
insurance carrier because the dealerships is going to 
charge you 10 - 15 times more than what the carrier 
will charge.”

“What about with leased vehicles?” asked Chuck.

“I recommend that too, says Trudeau. “You’re supposed 
to keep them in good order in good condition, and the 
whole value of the vehicle is tied to that depreciation, so 
you want to make sure that you’re covering that entire 
policy.”

Trevor Trudeau

CASES OF INTEREST: AUGUST 2024

Charles Boyk Law is giving away new bikes to 
deserving kids this summer through our 16th Annual 
Bikes for Kids Contest. We are excited to reveal our 
latest winners. 

Tonenyah was nominated by Shannon Carter, 
Principal of Ella P. Stewart Academy for Girls, for her 
outstanding character and resilience. In her Bikes 
for Kids nomination, Principal Carter wrote, “Despite 
facing immense challenges, including the tragic loss 
of her father, Tonenyah has exhibited remarkable 
strength and perseverance, and “consistently 
demonstrates excellence in her academic pursuits, 
earning commendable grades that reflect her 
dedication and commitment to her education... 
Moreover, Tonenyah’s compassion and empathy shine 
through in her role as a supportive friend who stands 
up for others without hesitation. She embodies the 
values of kindness and integrity, always ready to 
lend a helping hand or speak out against injustices 
when she sees them.” 

Amelia was nominated by her mother, who describes 
her as a “smart, bright, fun, charismatic, outgoing, 
4-year-old ball of fire.” Unfortunately, she has a very 
rare genetic condition called Coats Plus Syndrome 
with Calcifications and Cysts, or Coats Plus for short. 
Less than 100 people in the United States share 
this diagnosis.  This incurable condition affects 

Boyk Law Announces More 2024 Bikes for Kids Winners
Amelia’s body through her eyes, brain, and bones. 
She has already endured laser eye surgery and other 
procedures, countless blood and genetic tests, MRIs, 
and been examined by a multitude of specialists, 
during her frequent visits to Mott’s Children’s 
Hospital in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  Amelia’s mom says, 
“I have devoted myself to pushing my daughter to 
beat the odds…This condition does not stop us, it 
does not define us, and it will not define Amelia. I 
have made it my mission to make this little girl the 
happiest she can be.” 

Her mother told Boyk Law that one of Amelia loves 
riding her bike since her 
dad taught her to ride 
with training wheels 
last summer. 

Although legally blind in 
one eye, nothing stops 
their girl. She’s fearless 
and ready to take on 
anything that comes 
her way. Her family 
hopes the bike will keep 
her active and help 
delay the progression of 
her condition.  

Charles Boyk Law is happy to present both deserving 
nominees with a new bike. They also received a 
helmet and bike lock courtesy of Wersell’s Bike Shop 
and LED wheel lights from Brightz. 

Boyk Law’s Bikes for Kids winners will be 
announced weekly via our website and social 
media channels. Video profiles of our Bikes for 
Kids winners are also viewable on our website 
www.charlesboyk-law.com/boyk-bikes-for-kids/ or 
www.bikesforkidstoledo.com

Tonenyah Amelia

Over a year ago, Boyk Law announced a new 
partnership with Lucas County Canine Care 
and Control (LC4) to help families connect with 
local dogs in need. Since then, Boyk Law has 
made monthly donations to the Lucas County 
shelter toward the care and adoption of dogs. We 
purchased raised platform beds, to provide the dogs 
with a more comfortable alternative to sleeping on 
the shelter’s cold concrete floor.

Boyk staff and clients raised funds and donated 
items to create holiday goody bags for shelter 
residents over the holiday season.
 
In August of 2023, Charles Boyk Law created a new 
Adoption Center at LC4, where anyone adopting 

shelter dogs 
could take their 
first family 
photos. The 
adoption center 
branding helps 
inform people 
seeing the 

pictures on social media, that the dogs were rescued 
by their family and friends at LC4.
 
Boyk Law shared social media posts about dogs 
available for adoption and encouraged the adoption 
of the dogs who were in the shelter the longest. Boyk 
Law recently matched a donation from the Taylor 
Automotive Family which helped waive adoption fees 
for over 114 dogs in June.
 
LC4 Director Kelly Sears tells us. “We get to know 
these dogs, we care for them every day, but love 
is not enough. Gifts like this not only provide a 
practical service to the dogs, but also show our 
staff and volunteers that they don’t carry the entire 
burden of loving the dogs. It bolsters our spirits and 
helps make the dog’s stay a little easier. That’s a 
great combination, and we are so grateful for our 
partnership with Charles Boyk Law.”
 
LC4 completed over 1000 adoptions in 2023 and 
helped another 863 dogs be returned to their 
owners. They also provided $104,000 in emergency 
medical care to area dogs. 

 Charles Boyk Law is proud to partner with LC4 to 
encourage our community to adopt these dogs. For 
more information on how Boyk Law is giving back to 
our community, visit our website at 
www.charlesboyk-law.com/charles-boyk-law-cares/

Boyk Law Continues Support for Lucas County Dogs






