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Lawsuit filed over bodies found in Ohio funeral home
By JOHN SEEWER, Associated Press
Updated 6:15 pm, Monday, June 8, 2015

ADVERTISEMENT

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) — A family filed a lawsuit
Monday against a funeral home owner after the
discovery of 11 bodies intended for cremation,
some in a state of decay in a damp garage.

The wife of a 55­year­old man who died in May
accused the funeral home owner of mistreating
the body by failing to have it embalmed or
properly refrigerated as required by state law.

The man's family said that that they noticed
during the funeral on May 26 for Thomas
Gaston that his body looked bloated and there
was a strong odor near the casket.

Ohio's funeral directors board last week
suspended the licenses for both Tate Funeral
Services in Toledo and its director, Robert Tate
Jr., saying that he had treated 10 bodies in a
way that would outrage reasonable family and
community sensibilities.

Police helped the county coroner's office remove
the bodies of 10 adults and a premature infant
from the funeral home on May 29. Most of the
bodies were stored in cremation boxes and body
bags, and at least one had been there since
January, officials said.
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A statement from the funeral home said it provided embalming in accordance with state law.
Its attorney said any delay in cremation resulted from physicians failing to provide death
certificates in a timely manner.

A message seeking comment on the lawsuit was left for the funeral home's attorney on Friday.

The lawsuit says that Michelle Gaston and her daughters have suffered emotional distress,
humiliation and anguish since finding out the body may have been mistreated. They are
seeking monetary damages.
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A state inspector said in a report filed by the funeral directors board that he went to funeral
home after receiving a complaint from a relative who said the cremation of her uncle's body
was taking too long.

The inspector said he found several human remains in cremation containers and body bags
inside a garage with a leaking roof and wet floor.

You Might Also Like

Recommended by

Latest News

Photo Galleries

Local photos National photos Weather photos

St. Patrick's parade committee to contribute
to Albany hosts

'Book of Mormon' tickets on sale Aug. 6 at
Proctors

Muggy day could lead to heavy rain

Man sentenced for holding ex­girlfriend,
daughter hostage

LATEST NEWS

St. Patrick's parade
committee to contribute to
Albany hosts

This new app, described
as the Mint of Investing,
can help you fix…
PC Magazine

What Car Ranked As The
Favorite New Car for
2015?
Kelley Blue Book

3 Most Common
Concerns About the
Cloud (And Why You
Should Switch…
ShoreTel

9 Things Around Your
House That Need to Go in
the Garbage ASAP
AARP

More videos:

A robot battle between the US and
Japan is coming
Buzz60

FEATURED VIDEOS

http://www.timesunion.com/news/slideshow/Nation-World-photos-967.php
http://www.healthcentral.com/erectile-dysfunction/cf/slideshows/7-questions-to-ask-yourself-about-erectile-dysfunction?ap=825
http://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/4/42783;1254024;369307;211;0/?ft_width=1&ft_height=1&url=7019392
http://www.timesunion.com/news/slideshow/Capital-Region-photos-969.php
http://www.timesunion.com/search/?action=search&channel=news%2Fus&inlineLink=1&searchindex=gsa&query=%22Michelle+Gaston%22
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Ballston-Spa-residents-charged-with-distributing-6370012.php
http://www.aarp.org/health/healthy-living/info-04-2013/9-nasty-things-to-throw-away-photos/?cmp=BAC-OUTBRAIN-SLIDE-DSO_27403093_9-Nasty-Things-to-Throw-Away-Today_1932164#slide1
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29334683&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://social.suggest.com/click.php?src=otb&art=www.suggest.com/movies/452/10-celebs-youd-never-guess-went-full-frontal-on-film&cmp=obr-de-452-150507&utm_term=1932164
http://www.timesunion.com/news/
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29334953&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29334683&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=28492355&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://www.timesunion.com/weather/slideshow/Weather-photos-975.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/slideshow/Nation-World-photos-967.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29334953&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/4/46626;1223898;369307;211;0/?ft_width=1&ft_height=1&url=6938765
http://www.timesunion.com/photos/
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29334470&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Oregon-pharmacists-will-be-able-to-prescribe-6369524.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/St-Patrick-s-parade-committee-to-contribute-to-6370549.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29336512&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Police-officers-graduate-from-Zone-5-academy-6370630.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/St-Patrick-s-parade-committee-to-contribute-to-6370549.php
http://www.aarp.org/money/budgeting-saving/info-2015/best-yard-sale-items-photo.html?cmp=BAC-OUTBRAIN-MONEY-DSO_38531300_12-InDemand-Items-to-Sell-at-Your-Next-Y_1932164
http://link.brainjet.com/click.php?part=otb&sid=www.brainjet.com/random/9009/13-chilling-childhood-photos-of-historys-most-infamously-evil-humans&til=d-do-9009-150505&utm_term=1932164
http://www.timesunion.com/weather/slideshow/Weather-photos-975.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29336137&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N9515.186294OUTBRAININC0/B8198435.110468352;dc_trk_aid=283445855;dc_trk_cid=58834128
http://www.timesunion.com/news/slideshow/Capital-Region-photos-969.php
http://travel.aarp.org/content/travel/en/home/articles-tips/articles/info-08-2014/best-fishing-boating-places-photo.html?cmp=BAC-OUTBRAIN-TRAVEL-SLIDE-DSO_28806245_Best-US-Fishing-Boating-Spots--Lake-Berr_1932164
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Book-of-Mormon-tickets-on-sale-Aug-6-at-6370390.php
http://www.ancestry.com/s61737/t30985/rd.ashx
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29334683&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://www.kbb.com/porsche/macan/2015-porsche-macan/?psid=99992&siomid=Outbrain000023
http://www.timesunion.com/news/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Soldiers-arrive-in-Saskatchewan-to-battle-raging-6370597.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Report-Troopers-probe-death-at-Lebanon-Valley-6360029.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29336512&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/St-Patrick-s-parade-committee-to-contribute-to-6370549.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=29334470&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://launch.newsinc.com/?type=VideoPlayer/16x9&videoId=28492355&trackingGroup=90001&widgetId=7877&playlistId=507&siteSection=timesunion2slider_us_non_sty&embedOriginUrl=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.timesunion.com%252Fnews%252Fus%252Farticle%252FLawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Man-sentenced-for-holding-ex-girlfriend-daughter-6370031.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Muggy-day-could-lead-to-heavy-rain-6370038.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Colonie-Whole-Foods-fined-for-overcharging-6349082.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Manhunt-story-Camp-owner-called-cops-when-6352693.php


7/7/2015 Lawsuit filed over bodies found in Ohio funeral home ­ Times Union

http://www.timesunion.com/news/us/article/Lawsuit­filed­over­bodies­found­in­Ohio­funeral­6314471.php 3/3

US stocks head lower as
Greece debt talks

resume

Pope urges LatAm to
unite and spread faith on

continent

Obama hosts Vietnam
Communist Party chief at

White House

PGA Grand Slam to
move from Trump Course

in Los Angeles

LATEST ENTERTAINMENT NEWS

Lawyers: Cosby's drugs­sex
admission could aid
women's cases

 

(0) Comments

NewestShow: 10  |  20  |  50Follow

There are no comments yet.

powered by:

Write your comment here

Upload video Upload image Submit

TIMES UNION
News
Local News
Your Town
Capitol Confidential
Nation
World
Sports
High School Sports
Opinion

Business
Technology
Living
Entertainment
Movies
Television
Restaurants
Events Calendar
Comics
Games

Blogs
Weather
Obituaries
Births
Weddings/Celebrations
Photos and Video
Archives
518 Life
Women@Work
Times Union on Facebook

SERVICES
Help/Contact Us
Copyright/Reprint
Classroom Enrichment
Privacy Policy
California Privacy Rights
Terms of Service
Mobile site
E­Edition
Newsletters

HOME DELIVERY
Newspaper Subscription
Subscriber Services
Deliver the Paper

MARKETPLACE
Cars
Jobs
Real Estate
Classifieds

Hope Fund
Business Directory
Shopping/Coupons
Find&Save Local Shopping
Buy Photos
Place an Ad
Info for Advertisers
 

Ad Choices

© 2015 The Hearst Corporation
   

http://www.timesunion.com/newsletters/
http://classroomenrichment.org/
http://www.timesunion.com/entertainment/
http://www.savingssource.com/
http://www.timesunion.com/business/
http://www.timesunion.com/celebrations/
http://www.timesunion.com/termsofservice/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/us/article/Lawsuit-filed-over-bodies-found-in-Ohio-funeral-6314471.php
https://www.facebook.com/albanytimesunion
http://timesunion.ca.kaango.com/
http://www.timesunion.com/privacypolicy/
http://www.timesunion.com/womenatwork/
http://www.timesunion.com/games/
http://www.timesunion.com/world/
http://viafoura.com/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/crime/article/Lawyers-Cosby-s-drugs-sex-admission-could-help-6369653.php
http://web.timesunion.com/jobs/
http://www.timesunion.com/hssports/
http://www.timesunion.com/technology/
http://www.timesunion.com/events/
http://www.timesunion.com/opinion/
http://timesunion.ca.kaango.com/
http://www.timesunion.com/business/energy/article/US-stocks-edge-lower-in-early-trade-as-Greece-6370325.php
http://www.timesunion.com/privacypolicy/#caprivacyrights
http://autos.timesunion.com/
https://www.myhearstnewspaper.com/albany/
http://marketing.timesunion.com/carriers/
http://www.timesunion.com/comics/
http://www.timesunion.com/movies/
http://www.timesunion.com/subscribe
http://www.timesunion.com/tvguide/
http://www.timesunion.com/ytalbany/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/world/article/Pope-has-packed-final-Ecuador-day-but-holding-up-6369603.php
http://www.aboutads.info/choices/
http://www.timesunion.com/nation/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/world/article/Pope-has-packed-final-Ecuador-day-but-holding-up-6369603.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/crime/article/Lawyers-Cosby-s-drugs-sex-admission-could-help-6369653.php
http://www.timesunion.com/help/
http://www.timesunion.com/advertising/
http://www.timesunion.com/local/
http://www.timesunion.com/photos/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/timesunion-albany/
http://www.timesunion.com/onlinestore/
http://www.timesunion.com/celebrations/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/politics/article/Vietnam-Communist-Party-chief-to-visit-Obama-at-6369826.php
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/PGA-Grand-Slam-to-move-from-Trump-Course-in-Los-6370584.php
http://www.timesunion.com/rss
http://www.timesunion.com/news/
http://www.timesunion.com/518life/
http://www.timesunion.com/weather/
http://www.timesunion.com/7dayarchive/
http://www.findnsave.com/
http://www.timesunion.com/entertainment/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/politics/article/Vietnam-Communist-Party-chief-to-visit-Obama-at-6369826.php
http://blog.timesunion.com/capitol/
http://www.timesunion.com/sports/
http://web.timesunion.com/restaurants/
http://www.timesunion.com/living/
http://www.timesunion.com/hopefund/
http://www.timesunion.com/business/energy/article/US-stocks-edge-lower-in-early-trade-as-Greece-6370325.php
http://realestate.timesunion.com/
http://www.timesunion.com/eedition/
http://blog.timesunion.com/
http://local.timesunion.com/
http://www.timesunion.com/news/article/PGA-Grand-Slam-to-move-from-Trump-Course-in-Los-6370584.php
http://www.timesunion.com/copyright/

