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TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) - A family filed a lawsuit Monday against a funeral home owner after the

discovery of 11 bodies intended for cremation, some in a state of decay in a damp garage.

The wife of a 55-year-old man who died in May accused the funeral home owner of mistreating

the body by failing to have it embalmed or properly refrigerated as required by state law.

The man's family said that that they noticed during the funeral on May 26 for Thomas Gaston

that his body looked bloated and there was a strong odor near the casket.

Ohio's funeral directors board last week suspended the licenses for both Tate Funeral Services

in Toledo and its director, Robert Tate Jr., saying that he had treated 10 bodies in a way that

would outrage reasonable family and community sensibilities.

Police helped the county coroner's office remove the bodies of 10 adults and a premature infant

from the funeral home on May 29. Most of the bodies were stored in cremation boxes and body

bags, and at least one had been there since January, officials said.

A statement from the funeral home said it provided embalming in accordance with state law.

Its attorney said any delay in cremation resulted from physicians failing to provide death
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certificates in a timely manner.

A message seeking comment on the lawsuit was left for the funeral home's attorney on Friday.

The lawsuit says that Michelle Gaston and her daughters have suffered emotional distress,

humiliation and anguish since finding out the body may have been mistreated. They are

seeking monetary damages.

A state inspector said in a report filed by the funeral directors board that he went to funeral

home after receiving a complaint from a relative who said the cremation of her uncle's body

was taking too long.

The inspector said he found several human remains in cremation containers and body bags

inside a garage with a leaking roof and wet floor.

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=5548e4d7bed5e&

adId=202350&pos=1&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=54525de1f1b48&

adId=149793&pos=2&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=555e48263c7b3&

adId=206981&pos=3&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=555e2d9027c20&

adId=206944&pos=4&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

Trending Offers and Articles

(MAILTO:?SUBJECT=MONROENEWS.COM:
LAWSUIT
FILED
OVER
BODIES
FOUND
IN
TOLEDO
FUNERAL
HOME&BODY=READ
HERE:
HTTP://WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM
/SHARER
/SHARER.PHP?U=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

1
(HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM
/SHARER
/SHARER.PHP?U=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTP://TWITTER.COM
/HOME?STATUS=%20-%20HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

1
(HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM
/SHARER
/SHARER.PHP?U=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTPS://PLUS.GOOGLE.COM
/SHARE?URL=LAWSUIT
FILED
OVER
BODIES
FOUND
IN
TOLEDO
FUNERAL
HOME%20-%20HTTP://WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTP://PINTEREST.COM
/PIN/CREATE
/BUTTON
/?URL=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL
/&MEDIA=HTTP:
//MONROENEWS.MEDIA.CLIENTS.ELLINGTONCMS.COM
/IMG/PHOTOS
/2013/06
/28/FLORIDA_GIRL_ABDUCTED_GORC_T670.JPG?B3F6A5D7692CCC373D56E40CF708E3FA67D9AF9D
DESCRIPTION=A
FAMILY
FILED
A

LAWSUIT
MONDAY
AGAINST
A

FUNERAL
HOME
OWNER
AFTER
THE
DISCOVERY
OF
11
BODIES
INTENDED
FOR
CREMATION,
SOME
IN
A

STATE
OF
DECAY
IN
A

DAMP
GARAGE.)

Email Address

Ads by Adblade (//www.adblade.com)

SEE COMMENTS

Lawsuit filed over bodies found in Toledo funeral home | MonroeNews.com http://www.monroenews.com/news/2015/jun/09/lawsuit-filed-over-bodie...

2 of 6 6/9/2015 10:33 AM



More like this story
After 11 bodies found, Toledo funeral home says it followed law (/news/2015/jun/01/after-11-bodies-found-toledo-

funeral-home-says-it/)

Ohio panel meets about funeral home after 11 bodies found (/news/2015/jun/02/ohio-panel-meets-about-funeral-

home-after-11/)

Temperance man, Toledo funeral home employee, arrested for corpse abuse (/news/2012/mar/08/temperance-

man-toledo-funeral-home-employee/)

Ohio man buried astride beloved Harley motorcycle (/news/2014/feb/01/ohio-man-buried-astride-beloved-

harley-motorcycle/)

Embalmer takes free speech case to Massachusetts high court (/news/2012/feb/10/embalmer-takes-free-speech-

case-to-massachusetts/)

[WATCH] Have you played
yet? The Ohio Lottery
$500,000,000 Spectacular
has top prize of $10 million.
(http://web.adblade.com

You won't believe what
these child stars are up to
now.
(http://web.adblade.com
/clicks.php?appId=12224&

Amplify your results by
reaching consumers
across multiple screens.
(http://web.adblade.com
/clicks.php?appId=12224&

New Rule in Ohio Leaves
Drivers Furious and
Shocked
(http://web.adblade.com
/clicks.php?appId=12224&

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=54b58b683e625&

adId=167685&pos=5&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

Could This Unique Method
Regrow Lost Hair (Do This
Daily)?
(http://web.adblade.com
/clicks.php?appId=12224&

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=55675053cdd43&

adId=208676&pos=6&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

You'll Understand Why
Australia Is A Scary Place
After You See These
Photos...Yikes
(http://web.adblade.com

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=555e11facc585&

adId=206895&pos=7&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

Who knew Apple Cider
Vinegar could do this...
(http://web.adblade.com
/clicks.php?appId=12224&
zid=555e11facc585&

(http://web.adblade.com

/clicks.php?appId=12224&

zid=555df977650a4&

adId=206827&pos=8&

impt=1433860336&

zoneId=928&algid=4&

reqid=53762f1b41f6b043&

ord=1433860336&url=http

%3A%2F

%2Fwww.monroenews.com%2Fnews%2F2015%2Fjun

filed-over-bodies-found-

in-toledo-funeral

%2F%3Fpolice-and-fire)

These celebrities didn't
marry for looks!
(http://web.adblade.com
/clicks.php?appId=12224&
zid=555df977650a4&

(MAILTO:?SUBJECT=MONROENEWS.COM:
LAWSUIT
FILED
OVER
BODIES
FOUND
IN
TOLEDO
FUNERAL
HOME&BODY=READ
HERE:
HTTP://WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM
/SHARER
/SHARER.PHP?U=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

1
(HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM
/SHARER
/SHARER.PHP?U=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTP://TWITTER.COM
/HOME?STATUS=%20-%20HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

1
(HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM
/SHARER
/SHARER.PHP?U=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTPS://PLUS.GOOGLE.COM
/SHARE?URL=LAWSUIT
FILED
OVER
BODIES
FOUND
IN
TOLEDO
FUNERAL
HOME%20-%20HTTP://WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL/)

(HTTP://PINTEREST.COM
/PIN/CREATE
/BUTTON
/?URL=HTTP:
//WWW.MONROENEWS.COM
/NEWS/2015
/JUN/09
/LAWSUIT-
FILED-
OVER-BODIES-
FOUND-
IN-TOLEDO-
FUNERAL
/&MEDIA=HTTP:
//MONROENEWS.MEDIA.CLIENTS.ELLINGTONCMS.COM
/IMG/PHOTOS
/2013/06
/28/FLORIDA_GIRL_ABDUCTED_GORC_T670.JPG?B3F6A5D7692CCC373D56E40CF708E3FA67D9AF9D
DESCRIPTION=A
FAMILY
FILED
A

LAWSUIT
MONDAY
AGAINST
A

FUNERAL
HOME
OWNER
AFTER
THE
DISCOVERY
OF
11
BODIES
INTENDED
FOR
CREMATION,
SOME
IN
A

STATE
OF
DECAY
IN
A

DAMP
GARAGE.)

Lawsuit filed over bodies found in Toledo funeral home | MonroeNews.com http://www.monroenews.com/news/2015/jun/09/lawsuit-filed-over-bodie...

3 of 6 6/9/2015 10:33 AM



Pit bull attacks postal worker Michigan lawmakers approve $54.5 billion

budget 

Grandson makes good on promise T-Wolves hang on against Hurricanes to

improve to 5-0 

MONROENEWS.COM

What NOT to do if a Burglar is

Inside Your Home

SimpliSafe

How This Razor is Disrupting a

$13 Billion Industry

Dollar Shave Club

Top 11 Cities Of The Rich You

Never Knew Existed

Forbes The Stunning Evolution of

Millennials: They've Become the

Ben Franklin Generation

The Huffington Post | Wealthfront

1 Comment

• •

yaokay •

So Sorry to the families, I can't even begin to imagine how they must feel.

Shame on the funeral home!! How would/will they feel if it was them or a family member

treated this way!
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