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Readers take note now: what you are about
to read is a just a preview and a probable
prediction of what life will end up being like 
for Chuck Boyk’s daughters, Emily and Sarah. 
If their lives progress anything like the success 
of their recent school projects, Emily will 
someday be working on the same Capitol
Hill where she interned and Sarah will be
performing surgeries in the same operating 
rooms she observed as a shadow. 

As high school students at Maumee Country 
Valley Day School, one of the Boyk girls’ 
graduation requirements is to spend three 
weeks immersing themselves in an Independent 
Study called Winterim. 

Emily, a Senior, has always had a keen interest 
in gender issues in politics and chose to focus 

her Winterim experience on discovering
what it means to currently be a woman in 
politics today. 

“I wanted to learn why it is that women hold 
less than 20% of the seats in the House of 
Representatives,” Emily said. 

What better way to do this than to intern 
in the office of Marcy Kaptur, the longest 
currently-serving woman in the House.
Emily spent one week working in
Marcy’s Congressional office in downtown 
Toledo, and an additional two weeks in the 
Washington, DC. 

Marcy must have been especially impressed 
with Emily’s passion and writing abilities,
as she personally asked Emily to write a
five-minute speech on Representative Lindy 
Boggs, Marcy’s friend and fellow
congresswoman who passed away in July. 

The feedback 
Emily received 
on the speech was 
especially exciting. 
Not only did
Congresswoman 
Marcy Kaptur 
tell Emily, “Lindy 
would be proud 
that a young 
woman wrote 
this,” but Emily 
was also informed 

that the piece she wrote would be submitted to 
the official Congressional Record! 

Sarah & Emily Boyk
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It was also Emily’s hard work and commitment 
to social change that prompted her first-
choice school, Wellesley College in
Massachusetts, to accept Emily during their 
early decision period. 

In another part of the country, instead of 
writing, Sarah Boyk was watching. Watching a 
new knee implant, watching a shoulder being 
repaired, and even watching surgeons tap their 
feet to the music they enjoy listening to in the 
operating room. 

For Sarah’s sophomore year Winterim, she was 
able to have a rare glance behind the double 
doors of the University of Toledo Medical
Center’s Orthopedic Center. Not only did
she get to interact with the Ortho staff each 
day, but she was able to shadow daily one of her 
favorite physicians, Dr. Nabil Ebraheim, UTMC 
Professor, Chairman, and Trauma Specialist. 

“Watching the surgeons work on people
who depend on them for movement and a
better quality of life only makes me want to be a 
doctor that much more,” Sarah said. “I want to 
thank the entire UTMC Ortho staff for hosting 
me for my Independent Study!”

Emily’s Official
Congressional Badge

Dr. Ebraheim & Sarah Boyk 

New address or phone number? Help us stay current by letting us know!
Call Anneke at (419) 241-1395 or e-mail her at marketing@charlesboyk-law.com

CASES OF INTEREST: 
JANUARY 2014
Head-On Collision Leaves Client With Vision 
Problems, Possible Need For Knee Surgery
A routine drive along a familiar route ended in 
a nightmare after our client was struck head-on 
in the middle of the intersection, which pushed 
her car into a fire hydrant. Hospital visits, x-rays 
and MRIs helped determine that she needed six 
stitches above her eye, had a torn retina which 
may require surgery to repair, and a pulled 
tendon in her chest. Her knee pain is still present 
and she may need to undergo physical therapy 
and faces the possibility of surgery. 

Serious Infection Contracted In Hospital 
After A Leg Break Causes Need For
Surgeries, Wound Vac
After breaking her leg, our client needed to have 
surgery to repair the injury, during which she 
contracted a serious infection due to an allegedly 
unclean environment and surgical tools. The 
infection worsened, leaving our client with 
the need for two additional surgeries and 
the implantation of a wound vacuum to 
draw out fluid from the infected area and 
increase blood flow to aid healing. To this 
day, our client still has problems walking.

Passenger Suffers Broken Neck, Near 
Paralysis After Car Flips Three Times
A young woman woke up to the car she was 
riding in swerving off the road before it flipped 
three times and landed in an embankment. The 
Thanksgiving morning accident caused her to 
break her neck and she was diagnosed with spine 
paralysis at the C5 and C6 vertebrae before under-
going three surgeries which have kept her in
the hospital for weeks. Our client is facing
the possibility of future surgeries and months 
of rehabilitation, in additional to an extended 
hospital stay. 

FIGHT LIKE A 
GIRL– BOYK 
LAW SENDS 
PRAYERS FOR 
ASHLEIGH 

Boyk Law proudly supports the battle against 
bone cancer being fought by one courageous 
young woman and her family. A Delaware, 
Ohio native, Ashleigh Hunt was diagnosed 
with Osteosarcoma which is an extremely rare 
bone cancer that only about 1% of people are 
diagnosed with. To visit her prayer page and to 
learn about her long road back to health, visit 
www.facebook.com/prayersforashleigh.

Boyk Law wears their Fight Like a Girl t-shirts in 
support of Ashleigh Hunt
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START HIGH SCHOOL’S STUDENT
& TEACHER OF THE MONTH

Nothing beats the feeling of coming home 
after a long day of work. But since the 
economic downturn began in 2008, many 
homeowners have fallen behind on their 
mortgage payments, jeopardizing the ability 
to have a place to call home. Even those who 
have stayed current often find themselves 
paying on a mortgage with a principal well 
in excess of their home’s value.  

Banks are now filing foreclosure actions
relatively quickly; often after only three or 
four missed payments. Although banks
officially say that they want to work with the 
homeowners, that is not always the case. 

MAKING YOUR
HOME AFFORDABLE
By Fred Boyk

Many clients who receive foreclosure notices 
call our office to ask how long they can stay 
in their home until they are thrown out on 
the street. I counsel them on a multitude of 
viable options available to them, including:

n     HAMP (Home Affordable
     Modification Program) – Works to 
     lower your monthly mortgage
     payments in order to make them 
     more affordable and sustainable for 
     the long-term.

n     HARP (Home Affordable Refinance 
     Program) – Refinancing of your
     existing mortgage to help you get
     a new, more affordable, and more 
     stable one.

n     Save the Dream Ohio - A program 
     that could provide up to $25,000 
     toward your mortgage delinquency. 

I have had many clients who not only save 
their homes during the foreclosure process, 
but also receive lower interest rates, smaller 
payments and extended terms. If you receive 
a foreclosure notice or need help addressing 
issues regarding your mortgage, contact us 
for guidance through what can otherwise be 
a tedious process. Simply call 419-241-1395 
or fill out our online contact form at
www.charlesboyk-law.com and we can
immediately put you in contact with
Attorney Fred Boyk. 

As part of our dedication to educating the public, 
we recently launched a mobile version of our 
website, www.charlesboyk-law.com, which is
full of easy-to-navigate pages of interactive 
information geared toward people who do not 
already have a working knowledge of how the 
legal world operates. 

RECIPE:

Nothing beats chili when it’s chilly! And
few things are easier than this quick
recipe that you can add to your crock pot
in the morning and have ready by the
time you arrive home from work at the
end of the day.

INGREDIENTS:
n  2 lbs ground beef, cooked and drained
n  1 large onion, chopped
n  2 cloves chopped garlic
n  1 can (28oz) diced tomatoes, undrained
n  1 can (16 oz) chili beans in sauce,     
    undrained 
n  1 can (15 oz) tomato sauce 
n  2 tablespoons chili powder 

Cindy’s Cold-weather Crock-Pot Chili
n  2 teaspoons ground cumin 
n  1/2 teaspoon salt 
n  1/2 teaspoon pepper 

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Turn crock pot on low and 
add all ingredients.

2. Cook on low for at least 
three hours and up to 10 hours. 
Optional: serve with shredded 
cheese and sour cream for extra 
flavor.

Jesse Squire & Precious Boyd-Murrell

ON-THE-GO & ON YOUR PHONE:
BOYK LAW LAUNCHES NEW MOBILE SITE & VIDEO LIBRARY

It allows on-the-go users to call or chat with us 
immediately, right from their phones, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. The mobile site also gives 
readers easy access to our Android and Apple 
Ohio Accident Apps, which have features that aid 
in the event of an automobile accident, including:

n  A high-powered flashlight
n  Spots to store the other driver and
   witness information
n  The ability to access the Accident Report, 
   and more

Viewers can now also take advantage of our new 
Legal Academy Library that offers access to over 
1,000 videos on a wide range of legal subjects, 
including answers to our most frequently asked 
questions, what to if you have been injured and 
step-by-step guides to ensuring you receive the 
maximum amount of compensation available. 
 
Our goal is to be the only legal resource you will 
ever need, and if there is something that you 
would like to see added to the site or mobile site, 
feel free to contact us at 419-241-1395 or email 
Anneke at agodlewski@charlesboyk-law.com. 

RAISE YOUR
GLASSES!
WES MERILLAT
SELECTED AS A 2014 
SUPER LAWYERS 
“RISING STAR”
Congratulations are in order for Attorney 
Wes Merillat, who beat out 97.5% of the 
other Ohio attorneys under 40 years old by 
being named a 2014 Rising Star by Super 
Lawyers magazine. 

Published by Thomson Reuters, Super
Lawyers evaluates candidates on 12 
indicators of peer recognition and
professional achievement, including, but
not limited to:

n  Verdicts and settlements
n  Experience
n  Honors and awards
n  Special licenses and certifications
n  Bar and and other professional activities
n  Pro bono and community service
    as a lawyer
n  Scholarly lectures and writings
n  Education and employment 
    background

“As someone who dedicates his practice to 
helping others, I am absolutely not surprised 
that Wes was selected as a Rising Star,” 
Chuck Boyk said. “He is a great attorney
and upstanding citizen.”

Congratulations to November’s Teacher of the Month, Mr. Jesse Squire, who was nominated via video 
by Start High School Senior, Precious Boyd-Murrell.  “Math is really hard for me and Mr. Squire 
makes it so easy for me,” Precious said. “The way he puts it is so easy for me to understand. Thank 
you, Mr. Squire!” We also want to recognize Junior Mitchell Zimmerman, November’s Student of the 
Month, nominated by Ms. Michelle Thomas, his Biology and Chemistry teacher. “The growth and 
maturity that this young man has displayed in three years is truly amazing,” Michelle said. “I have been 
fortunate to watch and enjoy his transformation.”

Michelle Thomas & Mitchell Zimmerman

Attorney Fred Boyk

Are you crafty? Obsessed with websites like Pinterest and 
Etsy? Love to sell your homemade goods or buy local?

CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE
We still have booths available to any area crafter wanting 
to sell their products at our Crafting for a Cause event on 
February 13th and 14th in the lobby of the PNC Bank 
Building. Booths are available for $25 for one day or $40 
for both, and 100% of the booth rental cost will go to 
benefit the Daughter Project. For more information on 
how to rent a space, contact Anneke or Leslie at 419-241-
1395 or email them at agodlewski@charlesboyk-law.com 
or lrombkowski@charlesboyk-law.com.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT:
JEN TRAVER

After growing up in a family of law enforcers, 
it is not hard to understand why our newest 
employee, Jennifer, would have a passion for 
the law.

Jen’s father, brothers and uncles all saw
firsthand the risk of being Michigan State 
Highway Patrol Post Commanders and
Lieutenants, which is why they told her they 
would rather see her help enforce the law 
without a gun. So Jen did the next best thing: 
she became a paralegal.

More than 20 years later, Jen is still working 
the in the field she loves, fighting for clients 
and helping to protect them under the same 
laws she’s been interested since she was a kid. 
Jen handles the pre-litigation stages of the 
firm’s cases that involve substantial or life-
altering injuries. Her kindness and compassion 
really help when communicating with these 
clients and their families, especially during 
such a traumatic time in their lives. 

“Jen is an exceptional paralegal,” Chuck Boyk 
said. “Her experience and thoughtful insight 
often help me to look at cases in a different 
light, which is especially important on our 
more high-profile claims.”

Getting to Know Jen:
Tell us about your family. My family is the most 
important thing in my life; I have an awesome 
husband, Rob; a 15-year-old son, Jacob; and a 
13-year-old daughter, Anna. 

What is your favorite ice cream? Chocolate chip

Favorite food? Anything Mexican

What book are you reading right now? Anna 
and I read books together and right now we are 
on the Hunger Games series. 

Favorite animated move? Disney’s Cinderella

What is the farthest you have ever been
from home? Puerto Vallarta, Mexico for our 
honeymoon 

Favorite charity? Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
To find out more about it, visit www.svdpusa.org. 

Jen, Anna, Jacob and Rob Traver
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mortgage payments, jeopardizing the ability 
to have a place to call home. Even those who 
have stayed current often find themselves 
paying on a mortgage with a principal well 
in excess of their home’s value.  

Banks are now filing foreclosure actions
relatively quickly; often after only three or 
four missed payments. Although banks
officially say that they want to work with the 
homeowners, that is not always the case. 

MAKING YOUR
HOME AFFORDABLE
By Fred Boyk

Many clients who receive foreclosure notices 
call our office to ask how long they can stay 
in their home until they are thrown out on 
the street. I counsel them on a multitude of 
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Attorney Fred Boyk. 
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time you arrive home from work at the
end of the day.
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n  2 tablespoons chili powder 

Cindy’s Cold-weather Crock-Pot Chili
n  2 teaspoons ground cumin 
n  1/2 teaspoon salt 
n  1/2 teaspoon pepper 

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Turn crock pot on low and 
add all ingredients.

2. Cook on low for at least 
three hours and up to 10 hours. 
Optional: serve with shredded 
cheese and sour cream for extra 
flavor.
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It allows on-the-go users to call or chat with us 
immediately, right from their phones, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. The mobile site also gives 
readers easy access to our Android and Apple 
Ohio Accident Apps, which have features that aid 
in the event of an automobile accident, including:

n  A high-powered flashlight
n  Spots to store the other driver and
   witness information
n  The ability to access the Accident Report, 
   and more

Viewers can now also take advantage of our new 
Legal Academy Library that offers access to over 
1,000 videos on a wide range of legal subjects, 
including answers to our most frequently asked 
questions, what to if you have been injured and 
step-by-step guides to ensuring you receive the 
maximum amount of compensation available. 
 
Our goal is to be the only legal resource you will 
ever need, and if there is something that you 
would like to see added to the site or mobile site, 
feel free to contact us at 419-241-1395 or email 
Anneke at agodlewski@charlesboyk-law.com. 
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WES MERILLAT
SELECTED AS A 2014 
SUPER LAWYERS 
“RISING STAR”
Congratulations are in order for Attorney 
Wes Merillat, who beat out 97.5% of the 
other Ohio attorneys under 40 years old by 
being named a 2014 Rising Star by Super 
Lawyers magazine. 

Published by Thomson Reuters, Super
Lawyers evaluates candidates on 12 
indicators of peer recognition and
professional achievement, including, but
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n  Honors and awards
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“As someone who dedicates his practice to 
helping others, I am absolutely not surprised 
that Wes was selected as a Rising Star,” 
Chuck Boyk said. “He is a great attorney
and upstanding citizen.”

Congratulations to November’s Teacher of the Month, Mr. Jesse Squire, who was nominated via video 
by Start High School Senior, Precious Boyd-Murrell.  “Math is really hard for me and Mr. Squire 
makes it so easy for me,” Precious said. “The way he puts it is so easy for me to understand. Thank 
you, Mr. Squire!” We also want to recognize Junior Mitchell Zimmerman, November’s Student of the 
Month, nominated by Ms. Michelle Thomas, his Biology and Chemistry teacher. “The growth and 
maturity that this young man has displayed in three years is truly amazing,” Michelle said. “I have been 
fortunate to watch and enjoy his transformation.”

Michelle Thomas & Mitchell Zimmerman

Attorney Fred Boyk

Are you crafty? Obsessed with websites like Pinterest and 
Etsy? Love to sell your homemade goods or buy local?

CRAFTING FOR A CAUSE
We still have booths available to any area crafter wanting 
to sell their products at our Crafting for a Cause event on 
February 13th and 14th in the lobby of the PNC Bank 
Building. Booths are available for $25 for one day or $40 
for both, and 100% of the booth rental cost will go to 
benefit the Daughter Project. For more information on 
how to rent a space, contact Anneke or Leslie at 419-241-
1395 or email them at agodlewski@charlesboyk-law.com 
or lrombkowski@charlesboyk-law.com.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT:
JEN TRAVER

After growing up in a family of law enforcers, 
it is not hard to understand why our newest 
employee, Jennifer, would have a passion for 
the law.

Jen’s father, brothers and uncles all saw
firsthand the risk of being Michigan State 
Highway Patrol Post Commanders and
Lieutenants, which is why they told her they 
would rather see her help enforce the law 
without a gun. So Jen did the next best thing: 
she became a paralegal.

More than 20 years later, Jen is still working 
the in the field she loves, fighting for clients 
and helping to protect them under the same 
laws she’s been interested since she was a kid. 
Jen handles the pre-litigation stages of the 
firm’s cases that involve substantial or life-
altering injuries. Her kindness and compassion 
really help when communicating with these 
clients and their families, especially during 
such a traumatic time in their lives. 

“Jen is an exceptional paralegal,” Chuck Boyk 
said. “Her experience and thoughtful insight 
often help me to look at cases in a different 
light, which is especially important on our 
more high-profile claims.”

Getting to Know Jen:
Tell us about your family. My family is the most 
important thing in my life; I have an awesome 
husband, Rob; a 15-year-old son, Jacob; and a 
13-year-old daughter, Anna. 

What is your favorite ice cream? Chocolate chip

Favorite food? Anything Mexican

What book are you reading right now? Anna 
and I read books together and right now we are 
on the Hunger Games series. 

Favorite animated move? Disney’s Cinderella

What is the farthest you have ever been
from home? Puerto Vallarta, Mexico for our 
honeymoon 

Favorite charity? Society of St. Vincent de Paul. 
To find out more about it, visit www.svdpusa.org. 

Jen, Anna, Jacob and Rob Traver
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Readers take note now: what you are about
to read is a just a preview and a probable
prediction of what life will end up being like 
for Chuck Boyk’s daughters, Emily and Sarah. 
If their lives progress anything like the success 
of their recent school projects, Emily will 
someday be working on the same Capitol
Hill where she interned and Sarah will be
performing surgeries in the same operating 
rooms she observed as a shadow. 

As high school students at Maumee Country 
Valley Day School, one of the Boyk girls’ 
graduation requirements is to spend three 
weeks immersing themselves in an Independent 
Study called Winterim. 

Emily, a Senior, has always had a keen interest 
in gender issues in politics and chose to focus 

her Winterim experience on discovering
what it means to currently be a woman in 
politics today. 

“I wanted to learn why it is that women hold 
less than 20% of the seats in the House of 
Representatives,” Emily said. 

What better way to do this than to intern 
in the office of Marcy Kaptur, the longest 
currently-serving woman in the House.
Emily spent one week working in
Marcy’s Congressional office in downtown 
Toledo, and an additional two weeks in the 
Washington, DC. 

Marcy must have been especially impressed 
with Emily’s passion and writing abilities,
as she personally asked Emily to write a
five-minute speech on Representative Lindy 
Boggs, Marcy’s friend and fellow
congresswoman who passed away in July. 

The feedback 
Emily received 
on the speech was 
especially exciting. 
Not only did
Congresswoman 
Marcy Kaptur 
tell Emily, “Lindy 
would be proud 
that a young 
woman wrote 
this,” but Emily 
was also informed 

that the piece she wrote would be submitted to 
the official Congressional Record! 

Sarah & Emily Boyk
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It was also Emily’s hard work and commitment 
to social change that prompted her first-
choice school, Wellesley College in
Massachusetts, to accept Emily during their 
early decision period. 

In another part of the country, instead of 
writing, Sarah Boyk was watching. Watching a 
new knee implant, watching a shoulder being 
repaired, and even watching surgeons tap their 
feet to the music they enjoy listening to in the 
operating room. 

For Sarah’s sophomore year Winterim, she was 
able to have a rare glance behind the double 
doors of the University of Toledo Medical
Center’s Orthopedic Center. Not only did
she get to interact with the Ortho staff each 
day, but she was able to shadow daily one of her 
favorite physicians, Dr. Nabil Ebraheim, UTMC 
Professor, Chairman, and Trauma Specialist. 

“Watching the surgeons work on people
who depend on them for movement and a
better quality of life only makes me want to be a 
doctor that much more,” Sarah said. “I want to 
thank the entire UTMC Ortho staff for hosting 
me for my Independent Study!”

Emily’s Official
Congressional Badge

Dr. Ebraheim & Sarah Boyk 

New address or phone number? Help us stay current by letting us know!
Call Anneke at (419) 241-1395 or e-mail her at marketing@charlesboyk-law.com

CASES OF INTEREST: 
JANUARY 2014
Head-On Collision Leaves Client With Vision 
Problems, Possible Need For Knee Surgery
A routine drive along a familiar route ended in 
a nightmare after our client was struck head-on 
in the middle of the intersection, which pushed 
her car into a fire hydrant. Hospital visits, x-rays 
and MRIs helped determine that she needed six 
stitches above her eye, had a torn retina which 
may require surgery to repair, and a pulled 
tendon in her chest. Her knee pain is still present 
and she may need to undergo physical therapy 
and faces the possibility of surgery. 

Serious Infection Contracted In Hospital 
After A Leg Break Causes Need For
Surgeries, Wound Vac
After breaking her leg, our client needed to have 
surgery to repair the injury, during which she 
contracted a serious infection due to an allegedly 
unclean environment and surgical tools. The 
infection worsened, leaving our client with 
the need for two additional surgeries and 
the implantation of a wound vacuum to 
draw out fluid from the infected area and 
increase blood flow to aid healing. To this 
day, our client still has problems walking.

Passenger Suffers Broken Neck, Near 
Paralysis After Car Flips Three Times
A young woman woke up to the car she was 
riding in swerving off the road before it flipped 
three times and landed in an embankment. The 
Thanksgiving morning accident caused her to 
break her neck and she was diagnosed with spine 
paralysis at the C5 and C6 vertebrae before under-
going three surgeries which have kept her in
the hospital for weeks. Our client is facing
the possibility of future surgeries and months 
of rehabilitation, in additional to an extended 
hospital stay. 

FIGHT LIKE A 
GIRL– BOYK 
LAW SENDS 
PRAYERS FOR 
ASHLEIGH 

Boyk Law proudly supports the battle against 
bone cancer being fought by one courageous 
young woman and her family. A Delaware, 
Ohio native, Ashleigh Hunt was diagnosed 
with Osteosarcoma which is an extremely rare 
bone cancer that only about 1% of people are 
diagnosed with. To visit her prayer page and to 
learn about her long road back to health, visit 
www.facebook.com/prayersforashleigh.

Boyk Law wears their Fight Like a Girl t-shirts in 
support of Ashleigh Hunt
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